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Letters

Concern about discerning dyslexia

In the study reported in “Dyslexia risk
linked to summer births” (SN: 5/1/93, p.278),
Richard Livingston and others defined dys-
lexia as “a reading score on standard tests
falling at least two years behind the expected
level, despite a normal 1Q”

While one may predict “reading retardation”
using such criteria, dyslexia cannot be defined
or diagnosed in this manner. Dyslexia is not
simply reading below one’s IQ level: It is a
language communication disability affecting
information processing and reflects problems
with words — in reading, spelling, writing,
speaking, and listening. Thus, a reading
achievement test and an IQ test alone cannot
determine the existence or nonexistence of
dyslexia: A battery of tests is needed for this
purpose.

The researchers’ definition is much too
broad and general. Children in the study could
have problems for a variety of reasons —
motivation, visual or hearing defects, social
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and academic opportunity, quality of teaching,
stability of home life, and the like.

Anne Marshall Huston

Professor of Education and Human

Development, Emeritus

Lynchburg College

Lynchburg, Va.

Subduction trenches as nuclear dumps

Looks like the Soviets had the right general
idea for nuclear waste disposal but didn't use
the appropriate technology (“Hazard from
Soviet nuclear dumps assessed,” SN: 5/15/93,
p.310).

Nuclear waste — including parts of reactors
and weapons —encapsulated in concrete could
be dumped into the oceans’ subduction
trenches, where they ultimately would be
reprocessed by interior Earth. Satellite naviga-
tion systems make accurate dumping rela-
tively simple.

Any leakage at that depth would be confined
to the trenches, unless the dumped materials
became a critical mass for a self-sustaining
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reaction. The International Atomic Energy
Commission could develop packaging specifi-
cations and a dispersal database. All who
manage nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
have the capability to conform to an adequate
packaging and dispersal scheme.
Darwin L. Hatheway
Augusta, Me.

The physical danger from the deterioriat-
ing Komsomolets, with its plutonium-contain-
ing torpedoes, troubles me less than the
apparent mind-set of Lars Feyn and others.
Their casual attitude in the face of nuclear
irresponsibility of unprecedented scope, con-
tinental size, and millenial time frame is outra-
geous.

While the Cold War is over, the cleanup will
take more time, money, and manpower than we
can yet imagine. The mess may be in their
backyard, but we're all neighbors on this
planet.

William Ellis
Moline, Ill.
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