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Letters
New light-bending data less precise

The article “Measuring the deflection of
light by Earth™ (SN: 9/4/93, p.151) states that
the Hipparcos measurements of solar relativis-
ticlight bending agree with theory to within 0.7
percent, measured “far more precisely than
was possible in previous experiments.”

Rather than more precise, this result is
actually less precise (by about a factor of 3.5)
than the current best determination using very
long baseline interferometry observations. Of
course, this measurement was made at radio
wavelengths rather than optical, but the rela-
tivistic predictions are independent of wave-
length, so that distinction is of no fundamental
significance.

Douglas S. Robertson

Geosciences Laboratory

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Silver Spring, Md.
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How much trash is actually plastic?

In “Waste plastic yields high-quality fuel oil”
(SN: 8/28/93, p.134), Mr. Taghiei is quoted as
saying, “Plastics today account for roughly 40
percent of landfill trash.” He is wrong in his
estimate. According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), that figure is 8.3
percent before recycling. Our own estimate in
Delaware is 8.4 percent, and we include in the
plastics fraction all bottles, containers of var-
ious types, all types of plastic packaging
material, and film plastics.

N. C. Vasuki

Chief Executive Officer
Delaware Solid Waste Authority
Dover, Del.

Good catch. However, according to EPA, a 1990
study of municipal solid waste in the United
States found plastics making up an estimated 8.3
percent by weight and 21 percent by volume of all
solid waste materials generated. —R. Lipkin
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New battery: Multiple use or not?

The sulfur-aluminum battery certainly does
seem to show great promise, but your article
(“Sulfur-aluminum supercharges a new bat-
tery” SN: 9/4/93, p.151) does not make clear
whether it is a primary (single-use) cell or a
secondary (rechargeable) cell. The compari-
son to alkaline batteries at the beginning of the
article implies that it is a single-use cell; the
discussion of electric vehicles at the end
implies that it is rechargeable.

Do I at last get to look forward to an
environmentally sound alternative to gasoline
for my car, or must | content myself with a radio
that keeps on going, and going, and going?

J. Jackson Callan Jr.
Dunwoody, Ga.

Research and development on the Licht sulfur-
aluminum battery has only just begun. But Licht
says he sees the battery potentially as a recharge-
able type for use in electric vehicles. — R. Lipkin
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