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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling
charge for each book, to Science News Books, 1719
N St., N.W,, Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or
MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.

Digital Woes: Why We Should Not Depend on
Software — Lauren Ruth Wiener. Software subtly
pervades nearly every aspect of human exist-
ence today, from flying airplanes and operating
weapons to controlling medical equipment and
bank accounts. Yet, the author states, safety
features used on mechanisms predating soft-
ware are often omitted. Wiener cites many exam-
ples of computer technology gone awry and
imparts invaluable information about program-
ming and the future of software. She implores the
public to use this information and expand upon it
to question the safety, reliability, and expense of
new software advances. Addison-Wesley, 1993,
245 p., hardcover, $22.95.

The Encyclopedia of Land Invertebrate Be-
haviour — Rod and Ken Preston-Mafham. The
authors take a detailed look at the behavioral
patterns of a number of insects and other land-
dwelling invertebrate species — specifically, sex-
ual behavior, egg-laying behavior, parental care,
feeding, and defensive behavior. More than 200
photographs clarify the provocative text, which
explains, among other things, how slugs copulate
in midair and how a longhorn beetle can mimic
bird feces when it feels threatened. MIT Pr, 1993,
320 p., color photos and b&w illus., hardcover
$45.00.

Maya Cosmos: Three Thousand Years on the
Shaman’s Path — David Freidel, Linda Schele,
and Joy Parker. An archaeologist, an epigrapher,
and a professor — all experts in Maya studies —
follow up Freidel and Schele’s book A Forest of
Kings by deciphering the Maya creation myth and
contending that it is founded in astronomy and is
not merely a story. By recounting their personal
experiences with the Maya of today and the
knowledge they attained through numerous digs
that traced the origins of the creation myth from
the Olmecs 3,000 years ago forward, the authors
show how the Maya remain true to the knowledge
and ways of their ancestors. The authors also
provide insights into the way the Maya see the
world. Morrow, 1993, 543 p., b&w photos and
illus. and color plates, hardcover, $30.00.

Sleep Right in Five Nights: A Clear and
Effective Guide for Conquering Insomnia —
James Perl. This comprehensive look at sleep
disorders and insomnia begins with a discussion
of such sleep problems as snoring, sleepwalking,
and narcolepsy and examines the causes of
insomnia. The author aims to provide a better
understanding of sleep patterns and to help
pinpoint individual problems. The second half of
the book is designed to help the individual solve
these problems by making use of information
gleaned from research done by the American
Sleep Disorders Association. Relaxation tech-
niques, nutrition, exercise, the effects of sunlight
on sleep, aging, depression, medications, and
many other sleep factors are addressed. Morrow,
1993, 320 p., hardcover, $20.00.

Leslie Kinton, Guelph, Ontario

“I have to tell you that I've learned more useful astronomy
from your product in a few months than I did in all my time
in the classroom. Thank you for enriching my life.”
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The Surgery Book: An lliustrated Guide to 73
of the Most Common Operations — Robert M.
Youngson with The Diagram Group. For those
curious about what actually transpires on the
operating table, the author, a practicing surgeon,
provides numerous diagrams of procedures and
techniques for some of the most common opera-
tions, including hip replacement, mastectomy,
vasectomy, heart bypass, cesarean section, and
cataract repair. Details about how long the sur-
gery lasts, why it is necessary, and postoperative
care are also included, as is information about
how diagnostic tests such as MRl and ultrasound
are performed. St Martin's, 1993, 448 p., b&w
illus., hardcover, $27.95.

Without Conscience: The Disturbing World of
the Psychopaths Among Us — Robert D. Hare.
By definition, psychopaths are people who lack
conscience and thrive on self-gratification, usu-
ally at the expense of another. The author esti-
mates that more than 2 million psychopaths
inhabit North America, but not all of them become
serial killers or rapists. In fact, they are more likely
to be cunning swindlers or heartbreakers. Hare, a
leader in the field psychopathy, presents here a
basic overview of psychopathic traits, ideas
about what makes these people so ruthless, and
the difficulty in treating them. PB, 1993, 236 p.,
hardcover, $21.00.

1o order by Visa or MasterCard,
call 1-800-544-4565
In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653
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GAMES FOR THINKERS

From ancient eclipses to future comet collisions, explore
space and time with the most comprehensive dynamic
model of the sky and solar system ever created.
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“Dance has an enormous appeal, because it
combines rigorous modeling criteria with a
subtle, intuitive approach to dynamic
orbital configurations. Please, keep
up this king‘f)f work. Itisan
encouraging example of commitment
to high standarcgis in scientific software...”
Francisco N. Laprida, Buenos Aires, Argentina

ORDER YOUR GAMES FOR THINKERS TODAY!
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Special Offer

* Save $80 until

IBM compatibles, minimum 286, 640k RAM. VGA graphics, hard disk, December 31, 1993 jer from WFF 'N PROOF
math co-processor recommended. Literature and $10 demo available. Includes Observer's Companion
1490-JM South Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 4699/
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