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Whoat are numbers? What is mathematical truth? Why is mathematics John D. Barrow,s Pi in the Sky is a

Qs v profound — and profoundly different — % 4
exploration of the world of mathematics: where it 9% o&
comes from, what it is, and where it’s going to take 6,
us if we follow it to the limit in our search for the 0'9.

ultimate meaning of the universe. Barrow begins by
investigating whether math is a purely human invention
inspired by our practical needs. Or is it something inherent
in nature waiting to be discovered?

In answering these questions, Barrow provides a bridge
between the usually irreconcilable worlds of mathematics and
theology. Along the way, he treats us to a history of counting all
over the world, from Egyptian hieroglyphics to logical friction,
from number mysticism to Marxist mathematics. And he intro-
duces us to a host of peculiar individuals who have thought some
of the deepest and strangest thoughts that human minds have
ever thought, from Lao-Tse to Robert Pirsig, Charles Darwin, and
Umberto Eco. Barrow thus provides the historical framework and
the intellectual tools necessary to an understanding of some of
today’s weightiest mathematical concepts.
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Freidel, Schele, and
Parker, the authors of A
Forest of Kings, now exam-
ine Maya mythology and
religion, unraveling the
question of how the Maya,
five million strong, have
managed to preserve their
most sacred beliefs into
modern times.

In Maya Cosmos, the au-
thors draw upon transla-
tions of sacred texts and
histories spanning thou-
sands of years to tell us a
story of the Maya, not in
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$32.00) for each copy. Domestic orders Maya Cosmos takes this Creation myth from its first expres-

only. sion three thousand years ago by the Olmecs, to its living ex-
’ pression in a Ch'a-Chak ceremony held in Yukatan a few years

Name ago. As an archaeologist, David Freidel shows how using the
myth and understanding its effect on the artifacts and architec-

Address ture created by the ancients help explain what we excavate. As

City an epigrapher and iconographer, Linda Schele reads the texts
and scenes that preserve the myth for the modern world. Be-

State Zip tween them, the cosmos of the ancient Maya comes to life and
reveals the core of one of the greatest traditions of religious

Daytime Phone thought known from the ancient world.
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