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Publisher’s Letter

Too often, the great debates and grand
discussions of science education ignore
or downplay a fundamental point — the
necessity for young students to partici-
pate in hands-on science projects.

Science is an adventure of the mind, a
creative process as stimulating and re-
warding as writing a great book or cre-
ating a magnificent work of art or music.
And like the arts, science requires perspi-
ration as well as inspiration. Scientists
spend years learning the basics of re-
search, honing their skills, experiencing
failure as well as success.

But a student needn’t become a scien-
tist to benefit from the exhilaration of
planning and completing a scientific ex-
periment. The discipline, the organiza-
tional skills, and the logical thinking
required by science will serve students
well no matter what their career choice.
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Science fairs provide a wonderful stim-
ulus for students to undertake research
projects and pursue scientific excellence.
Science Service has promoted the estab-
lishment of local science fairs since 1950.
Each year, we sponsor the International
Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF),
which last year drew 831 students to
compete for prizes and scholarships.

They came from 46 states, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American
Samoa, Guam, and 16 European, Asian,
African, and Latin American nations. All
were winners at local science fairs affili-
ated with ISEE This May, we expect more
than 900 participants to gather in Bir-
mingham, Ala., for the 45th ISEE

Whether working alone or in a group,
under a teacher’s guidance or the direc-
tion of a mentoring scientist or parent,
students preparing a science fair project
gain invaluable insights into their subject
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matter and the scientific process.

Unfortunately, some communities still
do not sponsor science fairs. Thus, a
number of interested students miss the
opportunity to pursue this enormously
beneficial experience and the chance to
compete for a trip to the ISEE

So I ask you ScIENCE NEWSs readers for
your aid. If your school, city, or region
does not sponsor a science fair, urge the
people and officials of your community to
organize one. Advancing science literacy
rests with all of us.

For information on administering a
local science fair or to affiliate an existing
fair with the ISEF telephone Science
Service at (202) 785-2255 or fax us at (202)
785-1243.

With your efforts, we can help our
young people gain a greater understand-
ing and appreciation of science.

— Alfred Scott McLaren
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