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In this fascinating inquiry into the mystery of human language, science writer
Joel Davis presents the latest and most controversial research from the origins of
language itself to the way the human brain makes and stores it, as well as how
infants create it.

Mother Tongue draws upon the most recent work of linguists, biologists, psychol-
ogists, brain experts, and other scientists to reveal such startling discoveries as:

* Instead of one part of the brain dealing with the use of language, the brain
contains millions of “convergence zones” that handle different parts of
language.

* Infant babbling is a lot more than random noises.

* From birth until age two, an infant’s brain is capable of learning any language.

* Your first language is “hard-wired”; any other languages you learn are more
like “software” downloaded into your “computer.”

* Even adults can sometimes “switch sides” of the brain involved in learning
language.

Mother Tongue also offers answers to such fundamental questions as: What is
language? How did it come to be? Why are there so many different languages?
And how and where is language stored in the brain? In addition, Mother Tongue
discusses a wide range of subjects from whether animals can learn language to
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how scientists may some day communicate with visitors from outer space.
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“If ever a book could take the worry out of

ing, this one’ it”
—Kenneth H. Cooper, M.D., founder, The Cooper Clinic
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Exciting new evidence from the USDA Human Nutri-
tion Research Center on Aging at Tufts University has
demonstrated that the body’s decline is due not to the
passing of years but to the combined effects of inactivity,
poor nutrition, and illness — much of which can be
controlled.
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Horizon

Ever since Albert Einstein's general the-
ory of relativity burst upon the world in
1915, some of the most brilliant minds of
our century have sought to decipher the
mysteries bequeathed by that theory, a
legacy so unthinkable in some respects
that even Einstein himself rejected them.

Which of these bizarre phenomena, if
any, can really exist in our universe?

« Black holes, down which anything can
fall but from which nothing can return.

« Wormbholes, short spacewarps connect-
ing regions of the cosmos.

« Singularities, where space and time are
so violently warped that time ceases to
exist and space becomes a kind of foam.

« Gravitational waves, which carry sym-
phonic accounts of collisions of black
holes billions of years ago.

« Time machines, for traveling backward
and forward in time.
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Art Benjamin is not only a mathemati-
cian and a “lightning calculator,” he is an
entertainer who shows you how to get the
maximum effect out of the four basic
math skills. Learn how to add, subtract,
multiply, and divide faster than someone
with a calculator.

Mathemagics makes numbers handy
and interesting again by giving you tricks
and techniques that make calculating in
your head not only easy but positively
thrilling. Even your ability to remember
numbers will dramatically improve.

It isn’t that Art Benjamin is somehow
genetically predisposed to this kind of
thing; you can learn to do everything he
does. These techniques are natural and
efficient ways of using math and they are
tailored to the kind of math you face
every day.

¢ Calculate instantly how many gallons of
gas you can get with $20.

® Memorize phone numbers and dates
with ease.

¢ Speedily divide up the bill with friends
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