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“A delightful stroll through the nooks and crannies of
the natural world. If you've ever wondered how
close a moon can get to a planet, or how tall a tree
can grow, this book is for you.”—Jomes S. Trefil
author of A Scientist in the City

These bitesized essays and cartoons entertain while
they educate you about the sizes of stuff in the uni
verse: how big, how small, how much, how far,
how fast, how hot, how old—from the innards of
atoms to the farthest quasars. Robert Ehrlich is
Professor of Physics at George Mason University.

250 pp. 167 original cartoons. Hardcover, $24.95
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Books is an editorial service for readers' information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handlin
charge for each book, to Science News Books, 171
N St., N.W.,, Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or
MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books sent
postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6 weeks
for delivery.

Adverse Reactions -- Thomas Maeder. Forty-
four years ago, a wonder antibiotic called chlor-
amphenicol became available. Unfortunately,
some people taking chioramphenicol developed
aplastic anemia, an often fatal disease affecting
bone marrow. One thousand people — only a
small portion of those who took the drug — died
over the course of several years; however, Mae-
der contends that proper warnings were not
issued. Through numerous interviews, he chroni-
cles the development, marketing, and subse-
quent investigation of chloramphenicol, offering a
compelling narrative about the motives and busi-
ness practices of pharmaceutical companies, the
FDA, and physicians. Morrow, 1994, 480 p.,
hardcover, $27.95.

Choices in Healing: Integrating the Best of
Conventional and Complementary Ap-
proaches to Cancer — Michael Lerner. Featured
on the PBS series Healing and the Mind, Lerner’s
Commonweal Cancer Help Program incorpo-
rates a variety of alternative cancer treatments
with mainstream therapies. This well-balanced
and thoroughly documented guide introduces
information about traditional medicines, nutrition,
mind-body medicine, acupuncture, support
groups, and much more. Appendixes note nu-
merous resources. MIT Pr, 1994, 667 p., hard-
cover, $24.95.

The Muse in the Machine: Computerizing the
Poetry of Human Thought — David Gelernter.
Generally, artificial intelligence (Al) researchers
have turned their attention to higher-level logical
thought—high-focus thought, as Gelernter termsiit.
However, Gelernter makes a case for the impor-
tance of the low-focus thought typical of poets and
children. This thinking incorporates emotion and
creativity into the thought process and plays a key
role in the intelligent and balanced thinking of
humans as well as machines. After asserting this
theory, he elaborates on the computer program he
is developing at Yale University — one that em-
bodies low-focus thought in addition to high-focus
logic in an attempt to make a conscious machine.
Free Pr, 1994, 211 p., hardcover, $22.95.

Neandertals: Changing the Image of Man-
kind — Erik Trinkaus and Pat Shipman. This is not
only an updated account of what we now know
about the bones discovered nearly 150 years ago
in the German valley of Neander Tal, but also an
excellent report of the history of the find. The dis-
covery of these bones fueled the evolutionary de-
bate that would make the reputations of many
scientists and signal the downfall of others. With
eloquence, Trinkaus and Shipman illustrate the en-
suing scandals and shortcomings of the scientists
over the years who were afraid to buck traditional
ideas about the origins of humans. Originally
published in hardcover in 1992. Vin, 1994, 454 p.,
b&w photos and illus., paperback, $15.00.
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Living Well with Power from the
Sun, Wind, and Water

MICHAEL POTTS

A REALGOODS INDEPENDENT LIVING BOOK

Chelsea Green Publishing Company, 1993,
300 pages, 8" x 10", paperback, $17.95

Across America modern homesteaders are harvesting
their own power from the sun, wind, and water, with-
out giving up twentieth-century conveniences. Author
Michael Potts travelled from Hawaii to Vermont to
interview the pioneers of this new, solar lifestyle—
families who have learned how to live better by using
less energy, many of them completely disconnected
from the utility grid. The Independent Home takes
you inside the dwellings and lives of the renewable
energy pioneers. According to the author, “Indepen-
dent homeowners give up nothing while they gain
savings and independence. They also enjoy the deeper
satisfaction of knowing they are directly and creative-
ly involved in the goal of living lightly on the planet.”
—from Chelsea Green Pub. Co.

For Visa or MasterCard orders, call
1-800-544-4565, In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653

Science News Books
1719 N Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036
Please send me copy(ies) of The Independent
Home. 1 include a check payable to Science News
Books for $17.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling
(total $19.95) for each copy. Domestic orders only.
Name

Address

City
State Zip

Daytime Phone
(used only for problems with orders)

IndependHome

RB2080

370

SCIENCE NEWS, VOL.145

Y
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to V2%
Science News. RINOJY

8

®

WWw.jstor.org



