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Learn How to Present Your Ideas Effectively

You know the stereotype of the boring science lecture. The
voice drones on and on. The audience grows restless, tunes out.
No one fears this scenario more than the speakers themselves,
whose careers may depend on their presentation skills. Now
there is a guide that shows less experienced presenters how to
communicate scientific ideas and information clearly and
powerfully.
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Imagine tossing your laundry into a
“fuzzy” washing machine, pushing a
button, and leaving the machine to
do the rest, from measuring out
detergent to choosing a wash tem-
perature. Imagine a subway system
that stops and starts so smoothly
that passengers don’t bother holding
onto straps. Futuristic fantasy? No. In
Japan, this is reality — and it's start-
ing to explode into our marketplace.

Lotfi Zadeh, a professor at the
University of California at Berkeley,
invented fuzzy logicin 1964. Conven-
tional logic divides the world into yes
and no, black and white. Fuzzy logic
deals in shades of gray. It can thus
make computers think like people.

But when Zadeh tried to sell his
idea to the American academic com-
munity and to American companies,

In Dazzle ‘em with Style, Robert Anholt covers everything
from the initial preparation of a science talk to body language,
speaking tips, and the use of visual aids. The tips and guide-
lines he offers apply to all kinds of presentations, in disci-

plines ranging from anthropology to pharmacology.

Those facing the challenge of communicating scientific in-
formation have no further need of generic public speaking
books that have little to offer them. Now they can Dazzle ‘em

with Style. — from WH Freeman
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he met with ridicule and scorn. Only
the Japanese saw the logic of fuzzy
logic, and soon such companies as
Matsushita and Sony will earn bil-
lions selling it back to us. And they
will have a head start on the dazzling
future possibilities of fuzzy logic:
e Software that predicts the stock
market based on the daily news
e Cars that drive themselves
o Computers that understand and re-
spond to normal human language.
Fuzzy Logic is the compelling tale
of this remarkable new technology
and the fascinating people who
made it happen. It is also the story of
what it took for American business
to catchonto fuzzy logic—and how it
will soon affect the lives of every one
of us.
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Feeling under the weather? Weary with
waiting rooms? Dreading a diagnosis?
Cure thyself with a healthy dose of
Sidney Harris!

Well known for his zany cartoons on science,
education, and the law, Sidney Harris now takes on
the world of medicine. These lighthearted jabs at
doctors, patients, hospitals, medical research, and
healthcare policy are guaranteed to make you feel
better! These cartoons have enlivened the pages of
the New Yorker, Science, Punch, U.S. Medicine,
American Scientist, Hippocrates, National
Lampoon, and many other publications.

—from Rutgers University Press
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The Story

of a Number

ELI MAOR

times, both in popular books and scholarly
works. But the number e, a close relative,
has fared less well: Despite its central role in
mathematics, its history has never been
written for a general audience. e: The Story
of a Number by Eli Maor fills this gap.
Geared to the reader with only a modest
background in mathematics, this book is a
history of e from a human as well as a
mathematical perspective. At the same
time, it is the story of an entire period in
the history of mathematics, from the early
seventeenth to the late nineteenth century,
with the invention of calculus at its center.
Many of the players who took part in-this
story are brought to life in these pages.
Among them are John Napier, the eccentric
religious activist who invented logarithms
and—unknowingly—came within a hair’s
breadth of discovering e.

The unifying theme in this book is how a
single number ties together many different
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paved the way for Cantor’s revolutionary
ideas about infinity.
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