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Letters

‘Sticky foam’ a sticky subject

The article on Sandia National Laboratories’
“sticky foam” (SN: 6/18/94, p.390) was quite
disturbing. Chlorofluorocarbons are known to
damage the ozone layer and exacerbate global
warming, and their use is being phased out
under the Montreal Protocol. So why are fed-
erally funded engineers working to invent
new uses for them?

Any benefits to law enforcement from the
sticky foam surely would be more than offset
by the environmental damage they would cre-
ate, to say nothing of the waste-disposal
problem they would present!

Michael Sklar
Ann Arbor, Mich.

An unbuyable bicarb

“Bicarb spares old bones” (SN: 6/25/94,
p.405) made my husband and me curious to
know what potassium bicarbonate is and how it
may be obtained. Our pharmacist looked in
every large directory he had and could not find
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any such compound listed as being commer-
cially available.

If it is as effective in halting or reversing loss
of bone in postmenopausal women as it was
reported to be, I (along with thousands of
others) would like to get some! Is it approved
for use? If so, where is it available?

Kay Richter
Milwaukee, Wis.

The potassium bicarbonate used is not available
in the United States. The team we reported on
imports it from overseas and is allowed to use it
only for experimental studies. — J. Raloff

Determining consciousness

“The Conscious Mind” (SN: 7/2/94, p.10)
offers a fascinating glimpse into Karen Ann
Quinlan’s life and the chemistry of conscious-
ness. The metaphor of Descartes’ thought that
the pineal gland housed consciousness rather
leads the article to conclude that perhaps the
thalamus is its actual “location.”

And yet [ wonder. If the thalamus is simply
and only a switching station — such that
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nothing goes in or out to indicate conscious-
ness — might that mean that Quinlan was
conscious, just trapped inside her head with
her own thoughts, memories, and dreams?
Were there any brain scans that might have
been able to indicate that conscious thought
processes (signs of intellect as opposed to
bodily function) were occurring? Further, it
sounds as if she was a good candidate for a
fetal brain tissue implant into the thalamus
(when and if that is approved).

Perhaps there is a glimmer of hope for others
like Karen Ann Quinlan if it turns out that she
was conscious, only incapable of demonstrat-
ing it.

James David Jones
Sewanee, Tenn.
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