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Letters

And still champ — Trieste I

As a former senior crewman on the bathy-
scaphe Trieste I, | must comment on “Back
to the Jurassic in Space-Age Subs” (SN:
8/20/94, p.122).

As far as | know, Trieste I is the only manned
submersible to dive the 35,800-foot Challenger
Deep (since renamed the Trieste Deep). The
French bathyscaphe Archimede made a dive in
the Kurile Trench of some 33,000 feet, but |
never heard of her diving any deeper.

Actually, Archimede was the only boat ever
designed to dive 40,000 feet or more. Trieste |
was modified to dive beyond her original
20,000-foot design depth. She was restored to
her 20,000-foot capability after the Mariana
dive series. It was not until many years later
that Trieste, in her last incarnation, got back
to her design depth. All of the bathyscaphes
were in museums as of 1984, when Trieste Il
was sent to Bremerton.

The manned depth record of Trieste I may
someday be equalled or exceeded, but the
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achievement will stand for all time. There is a

lot of difference between a 1950s vintage

bathyscaphe and the kind of vehicles being
designed for tomorrow.

Norman J. Brandt

Boynton Beach, Fla.

Lack of symptoms may be symptom

Children can adapt in numerous ways to
abusive situations in order to deal with the
emotional and physical pain (“Deceptive
veneer of child abuse,” SN: 8/27/94, p.143).
One common response involves the creation
of alternate personalities.

A client of mine, John (an alias), was abused as
a child. When John was 6, his uncle suspected
the abuse and questioned him. A personality
called Bobby was created to handle these ques-
tions. Bobby denied there was any problem and,
indeed, wasn't aware of any abuse. Bobby
showed no signs of abuse and was a happy kid.
John, however, had a lot of problems. Anytime
the uncle came over, John switched with Bobby.
As an adult, John didn’t remember ever talking
to his uncle, even though he knew the uncle was
a frequent visitor.
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When we take multiple personality into
account, we have at least one explanation for
the confusing results of Elliott’s study. Ques-
tionnaires would be of limited value. The real
test is to observe how the child fares in life.

The report said that the children who “did
not cite their apparent abuse showed virtu-
ally no traumatic symptoms.” Aren’t amne-
sia and denial considered traumatic symp-
toms? The fact that the children who
seemed least affected by evidenced abuse
had no memory of their abuse tells us some-
thing important, doesn’t it?

Dennis Alsop
Stockton, Calif.

No mistake in identity
The pictures on p.116 and p.119 (SN:
8/20/94) are obviously the same photograph.
Who would have thought the missing 90 per-
cent of the universe would be surrounding a
creature from the sands of Tampa Bay?
Monty Zieball
Wausau, Wis.
Much as the two photos look the same, they
are in fact different! — The Editors
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