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Letters

Ozone-friendly sticky foam
In response to a reader’s concern about
sticky foam (Letters, SN: 9/10/94, p.163), let
me note that all recently developed Sandia
sticky foams use hydrochloroflurocarbons
(HCFCs) as the solvent/foaming agent. We are
also evaluating fluoroiodocarbons (FICs) and
hope to change as soon as prices drop on

these developmental chemicals.

Pete Rand
Sandia National Laboratories
Albuquerque, N.M.

Uncomfortable truths?

The most remarkable aspect of the reported
test results of the National Board of Medical
Examiners (*“Med-student tally: Who'’s Number
17" SN: 9/17/94, p.191) is the failure to point
out the most obvious explanation: that white
men are in fact, on average, inherently smarter
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than women, blacks of either sex, Asians, and
Hispanics.

David Lee

Morton Grove, .

The report that white men do better than
women and minorities on a multiple-choice
test of basic science subjects is an odd and
uncomfortable finding. Still, it is there and
requires some examination.

To trivialize it by suggesting that white men
have some presumably innate ability to make
quick, educated guesses eliminates examina-
tion of other possibilities and supports the
dogma that whenever white men do some-
thing better than others, something is wrong.

To argue that multiple-choice tests predict
a condition called “better doctor” presumes
there is a measure for such — and that is
highly unlikely.

But do | want my physician to be knowl-
edgeable in basic science? Surely | do. Do |
want my physician to make good, quick, edu-
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cated guesses? Oh yes, particularly in an
emergency.

So far, in the absence of data, it is faith that
asserts “it may be that women and minorities
will excel at Parts Il and Ill of the test, which
do look at patient skills.” Maybe.

But what happens if they do not excel? Aha,
stop testing and confer degrees based on...
what?

Bertram Rothschild
Aurora, Colo.

A Ms identification

Your article “Did Insects Skim Before They
Flew?” (SN: 10/29/94, p.276) reveals some
gender confusion.

You refer to “his close examination” when
discussing the work of paleoentomologist
Jarmila Kukalova-Peck. Jarmila is a thorough-
ly feminine Czech name.

Irina Nelidow
St. Louis, Mo.

419

www_jstor.org



