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Republicans Talk Tough on Science

Last week, for the first time in 40 years,
Republicans took control of both the
House and the Senate. As part of their
efforts to lower the federal deficit while
providing $200 billion in tax cuts, they will
try to eliminate or pare down agencies
that support science and technology —
from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
to the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) — they warn.

“Every [program] except Social Securi-
ty is on the table as something that
could be cut,” a House Budget Commit-
tee spokesman asserts.

Republican leaders probably will not
announce until the end of February
which programs they’ll target for cut-
backs. But GOP members of the House
and Senate science committees have
begun revealing in hearings and press
conferences that they’ll want some pro-
tections for the space program and basic
research.

Many in the Republican leadership
have held congressional seats for years
and built records of support for science.
Many members of the committees over-
seeing the National Institutes of Health, for
instance, have avidly backed biomedical
research. However, even these members
now say budget cuts appear inevitable.

Rep. Robert S. Walker (R-Pa.), the new
head of the House Committee on Science
(formerly the House Committee on Sci-
ence, Space, and Technology), has
helped to boost science budgets during
his 18 years on the panel.

In one of his first moves as chairman,
Walker plans to work next week on a
bill that would promote research on
hydrogen as a fuel source for cars, air-
craft, and power plants, an aide says.
He'll also push for passage of legislation
to improve the federal government’s
use of scientific risk assessments.
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At a science committee hearing last
week, Walker told the heads of key sci-
ence agencies that it’s time for govern-
ment researchers to work more closely
with industry.

He also recommended using science,
not just regulations, to protect the pub-
lic’s health. For example, developing
nonpolluting energy sources avoids the
need for regulating energy-related pollu-
tants. Promising taxfree profits serves as
the best incentive to get industry to
make any change, he added.

During the hearing, members made
clear the high value they place on federal
space agency programs. Walker and oth-
ers also called for more support of basic
science. “The most important issue we
have to address is basic research,”
argued Rep. Vernon J. Ehlers (R-Mich.).

Walker and other Republicans assert,
however, that they will probably reduce
or eliminate agencies they targeted for
cuts in past years.

In GOP-proposed budget packages in
1993 and 1994, Republicans called for
lowering or freezing funding for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, the Agricultural Research
Service, the National Science Founda-

tion, and energy programs. They also rec-
ommended reducing federal payments to
universities to cover research-related
overhead, such as building costs and jan-
itorial services.

Republican staff of the House Budget
Committee in late September produced
a report that suggested abolishing the
USGS, the National Biological Service
(née Survey) and NIST’s Advanced Tech-
nology Program (ATP), which helps
industry develop commercially risky
technology. ATP also came under attack
at the recent science committee hearing
and in the Contract with America, the
GOP legislative blueprint for the future.

Recently, two Republican senators
asked President Clinton to transfer to
other military programs $1.1 billion the
Department of Defense now provides for
academic research.

Although Clinton administration offi-
cials share the Republicans’ interest in
lowering the federal budget deficit, the
GOP proposals concern them, White
House Science Advisor John H. Gibbons
said at the committee hearing. “Science
and technology is the seed corn, and we
have to resist the temptation to eat
that,” he argued. — T Adler

Keck goes the distance for faraway galaxy

The world’s largest optical telescope
has captured an image of the most dis-
tant galaxy known.

The new picture indicates that even
though astronomers are observing the
galaxy as it appeared soon after the birth
of the universe, it had already formed

stars and developed significant struc- .

ture, possibly a black hole. The findings
add to earlier suggestions that at least
some newborn galaxies matured quickly,
undergoing substantial evolution within
a few hundred million years of the Big
Bang.

English astronomers had originally
discovered the galaxy, now dubbed 8C
1435+63, by detecting its unusual pattern
of strong radio emissions. Using a tele-
scope in the Canary Islands, Spain, they
and their collaborators took a fuzzy
image of the faraway body in visible light
(SN: 5/14/94, p.311) but failed to obtain a
detailed picture.

Now, another group of scientists has
used a telescope with more than four
times the light-collecting area — the 10-
meter WM. Keck Telescope atop Hawaii’s
Mauna Kea — to get a sharper image of
the distant galaxy. Hyron Spinrad, Arjun
Dey, and James R. Graham of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, have also
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made observations with smaller tele-

Composite false-color image depicts the
most distant known galaxy (bracket),
surrounded by several brighter galaxies
that lie closer to the Milky Way. The
northern and southern halves of the
galaxy, called 8C 1435+63, differ in the way
they radiate energy. Broadband emissions
in the ultraviolet (indicated in green) and
from the glow of hydrogen atoms (blue)
are associated primarily with the southern
half, while radiation in visible light (red)
dominates the northern half.
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scopes at Kitt Peak near Tucson and the
Lick Observatory atop Mount Hamilton
in California. They presented their find-
ings this week in Tucson at an American
Astronomical Society meeting and have
detailed their work in the Jan. 1 ASTRO-
PHYSICAL JOURNAL LETTERS.

The galaxy lies an estimated 12 to 15
billion light-years from the Milky Way.
(The distance depends on the much-
debated value of the Hubble constant,
a number that provides a measure of
both the universe’s rate of expansion
and its age.) Telescopes are like time
machines: As they look deeper into
space, they look further back in time.
Thus, the distant galaxy looks as it did
when the cosmos was just one-tenth its
current age.

Yet Dey notes that the northern half of
the galaxy is extremely red, indicating
that it has already undergone substantial
aging. The red color has two possible
explanations — that old stars are pre-
sent in the youthful galaxy or that the
object is cloaked in dust. The existence
of dust implies that a previous genera-
tion of stars in the galaxy has already
lived and died. Massive stars expel dust
as they eject their outer shells in super-
nova explosions.

Spinrad notes that the galaxy spans
200,000 light-years in diameter, making it
about five times the size of Andromeda,
the Milky Way’s nearest spiral neighbor.
Using a model to determine what kind of
galaxy in the nearby universe 8C
1435+63 might resemble as it ages, the
team speculates that it shares a common
heritage with giant elliptical galaxies.
The galaxy’s irregular shape suggests it
may be in the process of merging with
another body. — R. Cowen

This week, a pair of independent
research teams describes the intense
battle that erupts when HIV, the AIDS
virus, gets a foothold in the body.
Using biochemical and genetic tech-
niques, both groups tracked the rise
and fall of HIV and of CD4 T lympho-
cytes, the white cells targeted by the
virus. Their results confirm that HIV
eventually overwhelms the immune
system.

The new analyses document the
“titanic struggle” between HIV and the
body’s immune system, comments
Simon Wain-Hobson of the Pasteur
Institute in Paris. Wain-Hobson’s edito-
rial and the teams’ reports appear in
the Jan. 12 NaTURE. The work provides
“the precise quantitative and math-
ematical confirmation of a phenome-
non that was strongly suspected . . .
but never nailed down,” adds Anthony
S. Fauci, director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
in Bethesda, Md.

Last year, scientists began to realize
that HIV is not inactive during the time
between infection and the appearance
of AIDS. Instead, the virus gradually
accumulates in the lymphoid organs
(SN: 3/27/93, p.196).

The new studies indicate that HIV
replicates like mad. “We believe it is
the engine that drives the . . . disease,”
says David D. Ho of the New York Uni-
versity School of Medicine in New York
City. At the same time, CD4 T cells are
multiplying at terrific rates, he notes.
The result is a relentless race between

HIV toll: Over a billion white cells a day

the infecting virus and the immune sys-
tem, one eventually won by HIV.

For this work, Ho’s team adminis-
tered the antiviral drug ABT-538 to 20
people, most of whom had advanced
HIV infection. Throughout the study,
the researchers monitored the con-
centrations of virus and CD4 T cells in
the volunteers’ blood. Meanwhile,
George M. Shaw of the University of
Alabama at Birmingham and his col-
leagues treated 22 HIV-infected people
with ABT-538 or other antiviral drugs.
Shaw'’s team also began tracking virus
and white cells.

Before treatment, virus destroyed by
the immune system was replaced with
new virus on an ongoing basis. To keep
up its offensive against HIV, the body
gets rid of about a billion virus parti-
cles per day. With treatment, the
amount of virus halved approximately
every 2 days for the first few weeks,
both groups note.

These drugs also cause a sharp boost
in the production of CD4 T cells, the two
teams report. They calculate that with-
out treatment, the body loses — and
must make — more than a billion of
these white cells daily.

The dark side of HIV treatment
began to surface after drug therapy,
however, when Shaw’s group found
that the dramatic drop in HIV didn’t
last. Within 2 to 4 weeks, virus that
resisted the drug blast replicated, pro-
ducing a more dangerous, drug-resis-
tant HIV infection.

— E. Pennisi and KA. Fackelmann

Chaotic chaos in linked electrical circuits

Little could be more disconcerting and
frustrating to a scientist than discover-
ing that supposedly identical experi-
ments somehow produce radically differ-
ent results. Such perplexing, discrepant
data would typically end up in a waste-
basket rather than a journal.

But the mathematical — and now
physical — evidence that such a situa-
tion can actually occur is mounting.
Mathematicians have pinpointed how
certain features in equations, including
some of those used to describe physi-
cal phenomena such as fluid flow, lead
to an extreme kind of unpredictability
in the solutions to those equations.
Physicists have demonstrated similarly
erratic behavior in sets of linked elec-
trical circuits.

“You have a deterministic system,
yet you lose experimental replicabili-
ty,” says James C. Alexander of the Uni-
versity of Maryland at College Park.
“You're always going to have little
errors, and such small changes in ini-
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tial conditions may lead to completely
different long-term behavior.”

Alexander described these develop-
ments at a Mathematical Association of
America meeting held last week in San
Francisco.

A wide range of physical systems
shows the sensitive dependence on ini-
tial conditions that characterizes chaotic
behavior. For example, in certain elec-
tronic circuits, small changes in the ini-
tial voltage can alter the pattern of volt-
age fluctuations that occur at later times
in the circuit.

Nonetheless, a chaotic system’s long-
term, average behavior remains qualita-
tively predictable. A particular set of ini-
tial values leads to a certain type of out-

Increasing the value of a particular
parameter (from top left to bottom right)
alters the basin of attraction (A, black
area) corresponding to one type of
behavior. The basin becomes riddled (B
and C), then virtually disappears (D).

Ashwin et al.

come, even though one can’t predict the
details of that behavior.

Equations representing such systems
can also have multiple solutions, or
attractors, which correspond to different
types of behavior. In some cases, a cer-
tain set of starting values may lead to
one attractor, whereas other values lead
to a completely different attractor.

In 1992, Alexander and his colleagues
found a theoretical example in which the

-
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