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W hy is it commonly so difficult to learn a second lan-

array of vivid illustrations, lively anecdotes, and fascinat-

brain, language, mind, self, and culture — make up the
complex ecology of language learning.
The book considers vital questions: Is the brain “hard-

guage when learning a first is virtually effortless for To order
most of us? Unraveling the mysteries of learning a second by phone, O ther
language, two top researchers in the field explain how lan- call:
guage acquisition can be an odyssey of self-discovery. . _ -4565 .
Ellen Bialystok and Kenji Hakuta view second-language (IV.SOO 51:41‘\14 ter- Ord S
acquisition as one way of coming to grips with the funda- 1sa or Mas

mental nature of language, mind, and brain. Using an Card Only) The seience

i how five elements — In D.C. Area: phe Frrenelosy
ing research examples, they show how fiv 202.331.9653

Basic Books, 1994,

of Second-Language

Acquisicion

- challenge is the notion that children | $29.00). Domestic orders only.
. can learn a second language perfectly | name

. 246 pages,

wired” for language learning? Why are the mental opera- 64" x 9%,

tions that allow us to learn language different from those paperback, $27.00

we use to solve math problems or play a musical instru- ELLEN BIALYSTOK

ment? How do differences between languages affect lan- KENJI HAKUTA

guage learning? What are various
~ cultures doing to encourage bilin- Science News Books, 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 OtherWordsH
- gualism? Please send me copy(ies) of In Other Words. 1 include a check payable to Sci-

Among the many myths the authors | ence News Books for $27.00 plus $2.00 postage and handling for each book (total

. and effortlessly while adults

encounter much difficulty. But in Address
today’s global village, the effort is City State Zip
. more worthwhile than ever. )
L . Daytime Phone
—_ from BaSIC BOOkS (used only for problems with order) RB2228

To order by phone from
Science News Books,

call: 1-800-544-4565
(Visa or MasterCard Only)
In D.C. Area: 202-331-9653 The Story

of a Vumber
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Princeton University Press, 1994, 223
pages, 61" x912, hardcover, $24.95

The story of &t (pi) has been told many
times, both in popular books and scholarly
works. But the number e, a close relative,
has fared less well: Despite its central role in
mathematics, its history has never been
written for a general audience. e: The Story
of a Number by Eli Maor fills this gap.
Geared to the reader with only a modest
background in mathematics, this book is a
history of e from a human as well as a
mathematical perspective. At the same
time, it is the story of an entire period in
the history of mathematics, from the early
seventeenth to the late nineteenth century,
with the invention of calculus at its center.
Many of the players who took part in this
story are brought to life in these pages.
Among them are John Napier, the eccentric
religious activist who invented logarithms
and—unknowingly—came within a hair’s
breadth of discovering e.

The unifying theme in this book is how a
single number ties together many different

Science News Books, 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 eH

Please send ____ copy(ies) of e: The Story of a Number. | include a check payable
ﬂ to Science News Books for $24.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling (total $26.95)
for each copy. Domestic orders only.

Name mention the art of M. C. Escher). Maor
Address ends with an account of the discovery of
) ] transcendental numbers, an event that
City State Zip paved the way for Cantor’s revolutionary
Daytime Phone ideas about infinity.
l (used only for problems with order) RB2229 —from Princeton University Press

aspects of mathematics—from the law of
compound interest to the shape of a
hanging chain, from the area under a
hyperbola to Euler’s formula * = -1,
from the inner structure of a nautilus shell
to Bach’s equal-tempered scale (not to




