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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information.
To order any book listed or any U.S. book in print,
please remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and han-
dling charge for each book, to Science News Books,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa
or MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books
sent postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6
weeks for delivery.

American Sign Language Concise Dictio-
nary — Martin L.A. Sternberg, ed. Revised with
500 new signs recently added to the American
Sign Language lexicon, this pocket-size reference
includes more than 2,500 of the most widely used
words, phrases, and idioms in the language. Easy-
to-follow illustrations of the hand, arm, and facial
movements that express each word accompany
every entry. HarperPerennial, 1994, 737 p., b&w
illus., paperback, $9.00.

The Book of Man: The Human Genome Pro-
ject and the Quest to Discover Our Genetic Her-
itage — Walter Bodmer and Robin McKie. Touted
as “the definitive layman’s account of the Human
Genome Project,” this volume by Bodmer, a lead-
ing geneticist, and McKie, a science writer, covers
the key aspects of this burgeoning field. Beginning
with a historical treatise on the discovery of DNA,
the authors move into a description of the cur-
rent status of the Human Genome Project. While
clearly proponents of genetic medicine, the
authors tackle the most intense controversies
surrounding this research and try to sort out fact
from misconception. They indicate that cures for
Alzheimer’s disease and cystic fibrosis, among
others, are within reach. Scribner, 1994, 259 p.,
b&w illus., hardcover, $25.00.
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The Cambridge Atlas of Astronomy — Jean
Audouze and Guy lIsraél, eds. Extraordinary in its
scope and visual impact, this complete guide to
planetary science, astronomy, and astrophysics
features 130 articles written by leading researchers
in their respective fields, as well as charts and pho-
tographs relating to the latest space missions,
such as Magellan. This third edition begins with a
thorough examination of the sun and works out-
ward through the planets and into galaxies
beyond our own. In addition, the last section pro-
vides historical information and an overview of
current research methods and controversies.
Cambridge U Pr, 1994, 470 p., b&w and color
photos and illus., hardcover, $75.00.

Cancer Free: The Comprehensive Cancer Pro-
gram — Sidney J. Winawer and Moshe Shike.
Two physicians from Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center present step-by-step guidelines for
a “surprisingly simple” cancer prevention program
for healthy people. Winawer and Shike first delin-
eate what cancer is, the statistics associated with
it, how it kills, and how it can be thwarted. They
then describe their program, which is broken into
five parts: family and personal medical history,
diet, lifestyle, environment, and the mind. Finally,
the authors discuss how to evaluate individual risk
for the most common kinds of cancer, many of
which they believe may be prevented. S&S, 1995,
416 p., hardcover, $25.00.
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Who was the first king of ancient Egypt —
a

nd who was the last? Which Egyptian

queens ruled in their own right? What do we
really know about the 170 or more pharaohs
whose names have come down to us?

Chronicle of the Pharaoh:s is the first book to
set down in narrative form, using timelines
and other visual aids throughout, all the
rulers and dynasties of Egypt in their chrono-
logical order.

The biographical portraits of each pharaoh
build into a comprehensive and immensely
readable history of ancient Egypt, brought to
life through the exploits and personalities of
her rulers. From Narmer, who first united the
lands along the Nile, to Cleopatra some

3,000 years later, we see the way in
which individual pharaohs helped to
shape Egyptian civilization, and were

themselves shaped by it. The narrative is

supplemented by specially drawn car-
touches of each pharaoh and transla-
tions of their names.

Chronicle of the Pharaohs is at once a
book to be enjoyed as
popular history, an
essential work of refer-
ence, and a visual
introduction to the
extraordinary diversity
and richness of an ancient civi-
lization.

— from Thames & Hudson

The Particle Garden: Our Universe as Under-
stood by Particle Physicists — Gordon Kane.
This primer on particle physics begins with a his-
tory of our current understanding of the underpin-
nings of the universe. The author goes on to
describe the Standard Theory and to tackle some
of the most recent work in progress, including
Higgs physics and supersymmetry. Addison-Wes-
ley, 1995, 224 p., b&w illus., hardcover, $22.00.

The Straw Bale House — Athena Swentzell
Steen, Bill Steen, David Bainbridge, and David
Eisenberg. Touted here as providing superior
insulation, fire resistance, and noise reduction, as
well as speedy construction and low cost, this
how-to book provides a history of straw bale con-
struction, plus details of foundation design,
instructions for building all elements of a dwelling,
and design considerations. Hundreds of pho-
tographs and illustrations accent the approaches
to building a house of this readily renewable
resource. Chelsea Green, 1994, 297 p., b&w and
color photos and illus., paperback, $30.00.

Wrinkles in Time — George Smoot and Keay
Davidson. With the aid of science writer Davidson,
Smoot recounts the events that led him and oth-
ers to the discovery of cosmic “seeds,” the wrin-
kles in time from which, he believes, galaxies
grew. By examining Smoot’s research and that of
his peers — in such far-flung places as Antarctica
and deep space — the authors explain current
theories in modern cosmology and the principles
of the Big Bang theory for lay readers and astro-
physicists alike. Originally published in hardcover
in 1993. Avon, 1994, 331 p., b&w plates, photos,
and illus., paperback, $12.50.

————

Perer A. Crayron

CHRONICLE

PHARAOHS

THE REIGN-BY-REIGN RECORD OF THE
RULERS AND DYNASTIES OF ANCIENT EGYPT

Thames & Hudson,
1994, 224 pages,
7% x 1045

hardcover, $29.95
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