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Letters

What consensus?

“Consensus reached on climate change
causes” (SN: 9/24/94, p.198) quotes Houghton
of IPCC as saying, “It is interesting that in this
very uncertain area, over a period of 5 years,
the essential story remains the same. There’s
been no evidence that’s come to light to
destroy those basic findings.”

[ would like to point out one bit of evidence
that impacts rather strongly on the basic
IPCC findings — namely, the failure of Earth
to warm up as predicted.

The 0.3° to 0.6°C warming observed over
the past century, even if caused entirely by
greenhouse warming (which it isn’t), lies
below the range of 0.7° to 1.4°C that models
predict we should have seen by 1990. If any
particular fraction of the observed warming is
assumed to be attributable to increased
greenhouse gases, the mismatch is increased
by the reciprocal of that fraction. For exam-
ple, if 25 percent of the observed warming is
attributed to added greenhouse gases, the
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predicted warming is eight times as great as
the observed warming.

The rates of warming show an even greater
mismatch. IPCC predicts a warming at the
rate of 0.3°C per decade. We now have satel-
lite data showing essentially no temperature
change over the past 15 years.

Don’t these facts cast some doubt on the
basic IPCC findings?

Hugh W. Ellsaesser
Livermore, Calif.

What's in a name

We were pleased to read about the naming
of element 106 in honor of Glenn T. Seaborg.
However, we were sorely disappointed with
the IUPAC’s recent pronouncements (“Ele-
mental upset,” SN: 10/22/94, p.271).

We feel that stripping Dr. Seaborg of this
honor was wrong and smacked of politics at
its worst. IUPAC’s excuse for not allowing liv-
ing scientists to be honored has destroyed an
even more established tradition of letting the
discoverers name the elements.

While we do realize that there are many
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aspects to weigh when approving a name, we

hope that IUPAC will reconsider in favor of
seaborgium.

D. Benning and

48 chemistry students

River City High School

West Sacramento, Calif.

Floods foul fiddleheads?

I belatedly shared “Foul ferns” (SN: 10/8/94,
p-239) with a farmer acquaintance who sells
fiddlehead ferns, among other things, at the
local greenmarket. His opinion is that Salmo-
nella was the cause of the digestive upset
described.

Fiddleheads grow in moist places, which
often flood in spring, and the floodwaters in
agricultural districts are often contaminated
with animal wastes, a source of the bacteria.

Cooking 2 minutes may not be sufficient to
kill the microorganisms, but 10 minutes is
enough. The health department probably
missed the bacteria.

David C. Locke
New York, N.Y.
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