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Volume one, The First Humans,
takes the human story to 10,000
B.C., exploring our earliest origins
and examining theories of evolution,
the Great Apes, the origins of lan-
guage, extinct species, and the global
expansion that precipitated remark-
able adaptation and diversity.

Global in its scope, volume two,
People of the Stone Age introduces
the latest archaeological findings — and
their modern-day implications: In our
age of global warming, what can we
learn from the way our ancestors
adapted to Late Pleistocene climatic
upheaval? What will DNA studies of
the Ice Man of the Tyrol tell us about
life in the Late Neolithic Period and
about ourselves?

Volume three, Old World Civi-
lizations traces the development of
the first urban societies in
Mesopotamia — the birthplace of
writing, the wheel, metallurgy, and
mathematics; the political and religious
traditions of the ancient Egyptians; the
first cities of South Asia; the dynas-
ties of China; the political communi-
ties of Africa; and Iron Age Europe.

The fourth volume, entitled New
World and Pacific Civilizations,
reveals the ancient wonders of the
“New World” and Pacific islands—
including the civilizations of the Maya,
Aztecs, and Inca; Native North Amer-
icans from prehistoric times through
A.D. 1850;and the unique develop-
ment of Japanese culture.

Through the living voices of Aus-
tralian Aborigines,Arctic survivors,
North American Indians, and others,
Traditional Peoples Today, volume
five, explores the fate of traditional
cultures in the era of global communi-
cation and reveals history in the mak-
ing in the modern world.
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