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Letters

Squared coefficient boosts point

Todd Silverstein (Letters, SN: 4/22/95,
p-242) might have made his point about the
amount of variance accounted for in the lion
life span-spot asymmetry data even more
forcefully if he had squared the correlation
coefficients, as required, to determine the

amount of common variance accounted for.
The correlation coefficient of .038 (females)
would signify only 0.14 percent common vari-
ance, and 0.0844 (males) would be 0.71 percent.
Barlow Soper
Professor of Behavioral Sciences
Louisiana Tech University
Ruston, La.

Human milk: New recruit vs. HIV?
“More ways mother’s milk fights disease”

(SN: 4/15/95, p.231) describes research into

vitamin A derivatives found in mother’s milk
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and indicates that retinoic acids can reduce
the rate at which a herpesvirus colonizes a
cell culture. This made me wonder whether
any similar research has been conducted
into the disease progression associated with
HIV infection and AIDS.

There are many questions such research
could address:

Are there components of mother’s milk
(such as retinoic acids) that can slow HIV's
ability to replicate? Any slowing of HIV repli-
cation could give the infected person’s
immune system a crucial advantage.

Can the infection-fighting components of
mother’s milk be used to aid those with
impaired immune function—whether or not
HIV is slowed? Some studies indicate that
drugs that combat herpes can enhance the
effectiveness of commonly used AIDS drugs.
Apart from the impact on herpes, any infec-
tion-fighting capacities would benefit a per-
son with AIDS.
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How do some babies born of HIV-positive
mothers inherit their mothers’ antibodies to
HIV but not the infection itself?

As far as | know, newborns represent the
only naturally occurring immune-impaired,
yet healthy, organisms on the planet. Could
we study the dynamics of the infant’s devel-
opment (and its dependence on its mother)
for clues about how to address the needs of
adults who are living with immune system
impairments?

Diana Yates
Staten Island AIDS Task Force
New York, N.Y.
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