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To order any book listed or any U.S. book in print,
please remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and han-
dling charge for each book, to Science News Books,
1719 N St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa
or MasterCard orders, call 1-800-544-4565. All books
sent postpaid. Domestic orders only. Please allow 4-6
weeks for delivery.

Dirt-Cheap Gardening: Hundreds of Ways to
Save Money in Your Garden—Rhonda Massing-
ham Hart. Combining practical gardening knowl-
edge with common sense and a thrifty mindset,
this guide focuses on how to avoid spending a
lot of money on a garden by buying the most
useful tools, assuring healthy plants, recycling
household items in the garden, evaluating which
plants are better investments and when to buy
them, and knowing how to prune and replant
cuttings. Garden Way Pub., 1995, 166 p., paper-
back, $9.95.

The Great Power-Line Cover-Up: How the
Utilities and the Government Are Trying to Hide
the Cancer Hazards Posed by Electromagnetic
Fields—Paul Brodeur. Trumpeting the dangers of
electromagnetic fields (EMFs), Brodeur provides
case studies and the latest data available on the
potential ill effects of EMFs. While his bent is
clearly toward a conspiracy of the power compa-
nies against citizens, he offers interesting theories
about the possible carcinogenic effects of EMFs
and a great deal of evidence to support them.
Much of this work was published eartier in THE
New Yorker. Originally published in hardcover in
1993. Back Bay Bks, 1995, 351 p., paperback,
$12.95.

Let the Mountains Talk, Let the Rivers Run:
A Call to Those Who Would Save the Earth—
David Brower with Steve Chapple. Environmental
guru Brower reflects on his achievements and
some shortcomings in keeping dams out of the
Grand Canyon and loggers out of Olympic Nation-
al Park. But the bulk of this work outlines his vision
of CPR for Earth—conservation, preservation, and
restoration—and the actions he believes are nec-
essary for its continued vitality. HarperCollins,
1985, 196 p., hardcover, $20.00.

Refiguring Life: Metaphors of Twentieth Centu-
ry Biology—Evelyn Fox Keller. The focus of these
three essays is the role of language and technolo-
gy in the progress of genetic science. Drawing on
a broad spectrum of theoretical work, Keller
shows how scientists often operate from precon-
ceived notions in seeking evidence; how it may be
possible to reconcile the stability of genetic mem-
ory with the seemingly contrary law of increasing
entropy; and why terminology introduced by the
computer revolution influences recent discoveries
in genetic research. Col U Pr, 1995, 134 p., hard-
cover, $20.00.

Stardust to Planets: A Geological Tour of the
Universe—Harry Y. McSween Jr. The author takes
a random jaunt through the solar system, examin-
ing the origins and mysteries of geologic wonders
such as stardust diamonds, the composition of
Earth’s core, and the feasibility of meteorites from
Mars. A witty and insightful look at the geologic
wonders of space. Originally published in hard-
cover in 1993. St Martin, 1995, 241 p., b&w pho-
tos/illus., paperback, $14.95.

Water Ice & Stone: Science and Memory on
the Antarctic Lakes—Bill Green. Intrigued by his
experiences studying the Antarctic lakes as a
graduate student, Green returned several years
later to analyze the behavior of nutrients and
heavy metals in Lake Vanda and the lakes sur-
rounding it. Over the past 14 years, he has record-
ed his work and reflections during seven field sea-
sons of study there. This memoir recounts his
findings as well as his personal feelings about the
area and the lakes, which are not home to a single
fish or plant but are rife with answers to questions
about how bodies of water cleanse and sustain
themselves. Harmony Bks, 1995, 283 p., hardcov-
er, $23.00.

Why Do They Call It Topeka?: How Places
Got Their Names—John W. Pursell. All 50 states
and a number of cities in the United States, as well
as hundreds of countries, rivers, and islands
abroad are listed here, along with pertinent data
about the meaning and origins of their names.
From Alabama (derived from the Choctaw phrase
meaning “thicket clearers”) to Zimbabwe (“the
great dwelling place of a chief”), many little-known
legends and etymologies come to life here. For
instance, the Canary Islands are named for dogs,
not birds, and Wales derives its name from the
Saxon word for “strangers.” Citadel Pr, 1995, 241
p., paperback, $9.95.
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ow brainteaser buffs can test their wits on problems that have kept
the best Russian math and physics students biting their pencils since
the days of the czars. Wholly different from SAT-type questions, these
problems teach how to think scientifically and mathemati-
cally. Some go back to the great Russian tradition of

complex riddles; others are adapted from the
Russian Olympiads, contests held annually
nationwide for Russian high school students.

Adapted for American audiences, these
problems range from easy but tricky to
excruciatingly hard—but irresistible. A group
of MIT students named themselves the
Five O'Clock Club, because they found
they were still fiercely arguing over them
at 5:00 a.m.

So match your wits with the Russians!
(We've left you plenty of blank space for
chicken scratches.) But if you're stymied,
be assured that every problem comes
with a clue or two and all have complete
answers. —from Basic Books
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Basic Books, 1995, 191 pages,
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