ince Easter Island (Rapa Nui) was first
contacted nearly three centuries ago, the
: ' T e, culture and, most of all, the
. ULTURE - statues of tlusrremarkable island have
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caves, or standing upon the slopes;o .
Raraku, where they were hewn from the hving

rock, the statues are palpable evidence of the
genius and obsession of a people.

Nearly 1,000 statues have been meticulously
measured, drawn, mapped, and photographed
by archaeologist Jo Anne Van Tilburg and her
colleagues. Drawing on the insights that have
been gained into sculptural techniques,

design attributes, and formal variation, the
author examines Rapa Nui prehistory in the

context of new understandmgs of ecology
and culture.

Detailed drawings and historical photographs
jo Anne Van Tilburg of statues reveal the fluidity of line and

complexity of meaning encoded within these
T stone figures. The latest
R e Ry N methods of statistical
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ton statue could have
. been moved almost
" the entire length of
the island.
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