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People have always been curious about the plants and animals with which
they coexist. Primitive cultures identified edible and poisonous plants by a
process of trial and error, and then began to exploit the toxic materials for
hunting, euthanasia, executions, and murder. Other plants were found to
have stimulatory or hallucinogenic effects: these not only formed the basis
of magico-religious rites, they also encouraged experimentation which led
to the identification of plants with useful medicinal properties.

This absorbing account of the evolution of modern medicine from its
roots in folk medicine will entertain and inform both scientist and general
reader alike. It explains the chemical basis of modern pharmacology, and
provides a fascinating description of how the use and abuse of natural
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products in various societies through-
out the ages has led to the develop-
ment of many of the drugs we now
take for granted. Many plant and
animal species remain undiscovered,
and much native folk medicine has
yet to be investigated. Given the
present wholesale destruction of
many of the Earth’s wild places, this
book is particularly timely: these
potential sources of agents for mur-
der, magic, and — in particular —
medicine, could soon be lost forever.
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Bob Berger is the expert when
it comes to risk assessment. Now
he tells how to use the secrets the
professionals already know—prob-
ability theory, game theory, and
the fascinating tool called the 2-
by-2 box matrix—to get the edge
in every decision you make and to
be a winner in life.

It's fun-and profitable-to know
how to beat the odds at casino
gambling or buying stocks. But it
may be a matter of life and death
to understand the margin of error
in a medical diagnosis, the occupa-
tional hazards in the job you
choose, and the chances of injury
in playing your favorite sport.

At home or on the job, from the
big choices to the scores of small
ones you make every day, Bob
Berger shows how to be wiser in all
that you do..and how to help
make your dreams come true.

—from Delta



