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Letters

The too-distant future
Concerning “The Little Bang” (SN: 6/24/95,
p-392), if the distance from here to Maffei 1 is
from 13 to 16 billion light years, the only tool
useful for observing it would be a ouija
board, since no light would have reached us

yet.

Anthony J. Goceliak
Lancaster, N.H.

That's right—it’s 13 to 16 million light years
away. —R. Cowen

Taxonomic tidbit

I received the May 27, 1995 ScCIENCE NEWS
today and as usual proceeded to devour it.

One thing nearly proved indigestible how-
ever: the statement that “Ungulates include
such mammals as bison, deer, elk, rabbits,
cattle, sheep, goats, and antelopes...”
(“Probing prehistoric art to the bone,”

SEPTEMBER 16, 1995

p-335). The last time I looked, rabbits were
classed as lagomorphs.

Thomas J. Dixon

Williamsuville, N.Y.

Indeed, rabbits do fall into the order Lago-
morpha. Moreover, researchers are consider-
ing rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculis) for the
purpose of genetic comparison rather than as
a possible source of the paint-binding bone
marrow. —R. Lipkin

Happiness, sleep, and creativity
“Moods and the Muse” (SN: 6/17/95, p.378)
reminds me of the old French proverb: Les
heureux ne font pas d’histoire (Happy folks
don’t make history).
Joseph H. Vanhoenacker
Pittsfield, Mass.

Any study of creativity is confounded by

two issues: First, only a small percentage of
creative thought is “useful,” and second,
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sleep impairment often promotes creative
imagination.

Emotionally distraught people experience
intermittent or persistent insomnia. Some
creative people even purposely restrict their
sleep when in the creative mode. Restricted
sleep causes deprivation of REM (dreaming)
sleep. This REM pressure may feed the
flame of wakeful creativity. Manic depres-
sives and alcohol or drug abusers also expe-
rience REM pressure, enhancing creative
images.

To study sleep patterns in creative giants
would be fascinating and may well explain
episodic explosions of genius. But the cre-
ative mind ends up throwing away 80 per-
cent or more of its productions. Probably
less than 20 percent are found “useful” to
humanity! Nightmares and hallucinations,
after all, are the most creative phenomena of
the human brain.

FEdward S. Friedrichs
Brown Deer, Wis.
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