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cientists and governments are vigorously searching

for signs of life in the universe. Will their efforts
meet with success?

Award-winning author Paul Davies, an eminent sci-
entist, explores the ramifications of that success in his
fascinating new book.

What must we assume about the laws of physics, the
nature of the universe, and the nature of life and intel-
ligence in order to expect that there is intelligent life
out there? And if there is, what would it do to our sci-
ence, our religions, and our world view in general? Are
We Alone? ponders the enormous implications for such
major philosophical and religious issues as the mind-
body problem, the nature of life and consciousness,
and the place of mankind in the cosmos.

Human society is only a few thousand years old.
Davies argues that if we get a message from space, it
will come from communities much more advanced
than our own. What would we make of the existence
of a billion-year-old technological society? Would we
be communicating with machine or organic intelli-
gence? If life exists elsewhere, does this imply the exis-
tence of a plan or a design? If evolution proceeds ran-
domly and we are the result of myriad accidents, could
intelligent life evolve twice?

Delving deeply into profound ideas in mathematics
and philosophy—from Descartes to Darwin to Den-
nett—Davies takes us on a whirlwind journey through
issues in quantum theory, mind and matter, conscious-
ness, and time, as he explains why he believes “they’re
iout there”—and what that implies. —from Basic Books
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ost children fall into one of five
basic personality types that
stem from inborn physical char-

acteristics: the sensitive child, the self-
absorbed child, the defiant child, the
inattentive child, and the active/aggres-
sive child. Stanley Greenspan, M.D., is
the first to show parents how to match
their parenting to the challenges of their
particular child. He identifies and vividly describes these
five universal temperaments and then, with great empa-
thy, shows parents how each of these children actually
experiences the world and how to use daily childrearing to
enhance an individual child’s strengths and talents.

A profoundly optimistic book, 7he Challenging Child
reassures parents that they do not have simply to “live
with” or adjust to their child’s temperament, but that by
creating new parenting patterns based on the child’s char-
acteristics, they can help the child overcome behavioral
problems and develop his or her emotional and intellectual
capacities to the fullest. Parents will learn how to spot per-
sonality differences in the earliest years, and also how to
build relationships that
nourish growth from the
start.
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hich herbs grow best in contain-

ers? How do I cut flowers for
maximum life indoors? My new lawn is
full of weeds—should I till it up and
start over? Which perennials are easiest
to grow from seed? What are the most
productive vegetable crops? How far
apart should I space fruit trees? The
Gardener’s Complete Q&A anticipates
and answers these and hundreds of oth-
er key gardening questions.

For beginning and advanced gardeners,
The Gardeners’s Complete Q&A is one
of the most useful and comprehensive
books available. You will find exactly the
information you need for creating, main-
taining, and enjoying beautiful landscape
plantings, colorful flower and herb gar-
dens, all in a format that makes it easy to
find just what you need to know.

{3 Basic information about soil prepa-
ration and planting techniques
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{3 Charts detailing growing and plant-
ing data
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In the bestselling literary tradition of Lewis Thomas’s Lives of a Cell and
James Watson’s The Double Helix, Poetry of the Universe is a delightful
and compelling narrative charting the evolution of mathematical
ideas that have helped to illuminate the nature of the observ-
able universe. In a richly anecdotal fashion, the book
explores the leaps of imagination and vision in mathe-
matics that have helped pioneer our understand-
ing of the world around us. Along the way the
N\ book introduces such seminal figures as
) Leonhard Euler, Carl Friedrich Gauss,
and Bernhard Riemann—the Bach,
Beethoven, and Brahms of math-
ematics.
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“The charm of

Mr. Osserman’s book is that,
using images rather than equa-
tions, it conveys just the right
amount of mathematics—enough so
that you can start to savor the poetry
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