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Letters

Wetlands: Science vs. politics?

The battle of wetland delineation is more a
result of heavy-handed federal regulation
than good science (“Two Views of a Swamp,”
SN: 7/22/95, p.56).

Congress is reacting to the plight of private
landowners who have had all or portions of
their property “taken,” in most cases with-
out compensation. Whereas the general pub-
lic strongly favors the environment over the
economy, it also clearly believes landowners
should be compensated when their property
is controlled for the public’s welfare.

Craig Earnest
Cleveland, Tenn.

The concept that the environment was
pure and pristine “in colonial times” seems
to be a general and pervasive affliction.

One can reasonably doubt that current def-
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initions of wetlands prevailed in colonial
times, and one can produce neither land sur-
veys nor satellite photos to substantiate the
wild claim that “in colonial times, wetlands
covered 221 million of the United States’ 2.3
billion acres.”

Claims of this nature are political and do
not belong in a science publication.

As to the pristine environment, one can
only imagine the massive amounts of crude
oil oozing from natural seeps—perhaps bil-
lions of gallons each day! The Red River was
most certainly receiving its current 4,000
tons per day of salt from natural salt deposits
along its tributaries. And one can only imag-
ine how polluted the rivers became with mil-

CORRECTION
The photograph of AfterShock (“Hybrid Cars,”
SN: 10/7/95, p.232) was taken by Andrew A.
Frank of the University of California, Davis.
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lions of buffalo defecating and urinating as
they drank.

John E. Rhoads

Wichita Falls, Texas

After reading “Two Views of a Swamp,” it
became obvious to me that the legislators’
problem in defining wetlands is the name
“wetland” itself. They get lost in the question
of how wet instead of how valuable.

Let’s call such areas Biologically Valuable
Zones—and then watch with satisfaction as
they slowly get it through their heads that
the entire planet could be so labeled.

Eric R. Krueger
Eagle, Idaho

I believe the importance of wetlands in
contributing free oxygen to the atmosphere
is largely overlooked.
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