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Letters

DES and sexual orientation
In commenting on our study of fertility
among DES sons, correspondent Dippy sug-
gests that DES might influence sexual orien-
tation and that our cohort would be a good
place to look for such an effect (“Does DES
affect behavior?” SN: 8/26/95, p.131). That
had occurred to us as well. We asked both
sons and daughters about their sexual part-
ners and found no differences in choice of
partners between those exposed to DES and

those not exposed.

Allen J. Wilcox
Research Triangle Park, N.C.

Feline’s phenomenal observation
“Toil and trouble over double bubbles”
(SN: 8/13/95, p.101) mentioned a competing
geometric structure in perimeter minimiza-
tion: the torus bubble. In fairness, I should
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like to report an interesting research obser-
vation on such torus bubbles made by a
feline scientist some years ago.

As a neuroscientist, I've learned to join in
the observation whenever my cat, Sinbad,
has been fascinated for hours by some
small-scale phenomenon. Often, she has
detected a remarkable state of affairs.

One day in 1988, I found her perched on
the edge of our kitchen sink laboratory, mes-
merized by some hydrodynamic phenome-
non. Fetching a magnifying glass to mimic
her optical resolution, | took up a seat beside
her to ascertain the cause of her wonder.

Drops of water were falling from the faucet,
colliding with the basin surface, and shatter-
ing into microdroplets. Hurtled sideways,
these daughter droplets would often collide
with a larger blob which had previously
come to rest.

Disintegration of both bodies or absorption
of one by the other are the two outcomes to
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be expected from such an encounter. But the
smaller droplet was entering and reemerging
from the greater without harm being done to
either!

Graduate students are now being assigned
credit for discoveries previously attributed to
professors. I've long wondered whether,
through her superhuman senses, curiosity,
and patience, my feline scientist-friend might
have made a noteworthy discovery about the
dynamics of torus bubbles—meriting publica-
tion somewhere, beyond the species barrier.

Patrick Gunkel
Toronto, Ontario

CORRECTION
In “Molecules bind mutant huntington proteins”
(SN: 11/18/95, p.325), the protein produced by
the normal gene that when mutated causes
Huntington's disease is misspelled. The correct
spelling is huntingtin. — The Editors
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