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Order by phone for
faster service!

1-300-044-4369

(Visa or MasterCard only)

In D.C. area:
202-331-9653

Thames and Hudson, 1995,
224 pages, 77" x 10 4",
hardcover, $29.95

Science News Books
1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036

Please send me

copy(ies) of The Story of Writing.

$2.00 postage and handling for each book (total $31.95).

Domestic orders only.

i Name
Address

City

State

Daytime Phone

Zip

(used only for problems with order) RB2451

StoryWritH

I include a check payable to Science News Books for $29.95 plus 4 !

AR e

riting is perhaps humanity’s greatest invention.
s ’s / The Story of Writing is the first book to demysti-

fy writing for the general reader. In a succinct
and absorbing text, Andrew Robinson explains the inter-
connection between sound, symbol and script, and goes on
to discuss each of the major writing systems in turn, from
cuneiform and Egyptian and Mayan hieroglyphs to alpha-
bets and the scripts of China and Japan today. He explores
“proto-writing,” including Ice Age symbols, tallies and
Amerindian pictograms, and surveys the astonishing mul-
tiplicity of alphabets—not only Greek, Roman, Hebrew,
Arabic and Indian scripts, but also the Cherokee *“alpha-
bet” and the writing of runes.

Full coverage is given to the story of decipherment,
and how the words of past ages have been brought back
to life through the efforts of Champollion, Ventris and

others. And in a provocative chapter devoted to as yet
undeciphered scripts, Andrew Robinson challenges
the reader: can the code of the Indus script, Cretan
Linear A, the Phaistos Disc or Easter Island ever be

A special feature of the book is the step-by-step
illustrated analysis of the way each script works. By
the end, even the beginner will have gained a basic
understanding of the world’s major scripts.

—ifrom Thames and Hudson

80 3TN NDYILE D

To order by
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Science News Books,
call: 1-800-544-4565
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linclude a check payable to Science News Books for $12.95 plus
$2.00 postage and handling (total $14.95) for each copy. Domestic
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Good News for Bad
Backs is for you whether
your back pain is mild,
moderate, or severe. This
book can guide you to
make the right choices
concerning the cause,
treatment, and prevention
of low back pain.

The good news is that
most low back pain is pre-
ventable. More good news
is that most low back pain
can be successfully treated
without surgery or heavy
medication dosages.

Knowing how to lie, sit,
squat, and lift, and how to
exercise to relieve pain and
recondition injured and
weakened back structures is what this book is about. By
utilizing the back protection and prevention exercises
featured in this book, back pain sufferers can find relief and
enjoy a useful, productive, and fulfilling life. However,
Good News for Bad Backs is not intended as a guide to
self-diagnosis and self-treatment. It's a handy reference
book that should help you understand what might be
causing your low back pain, and it's a resource for some
simple methods you can use to relieve your pain.

— from the Introduction




