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Letters

Slowing the charge to hybrid cars

“Hybrid Cars” (SN: 10/7/95, p. 232) notes
that “only electric cars are truly emissions-
free.” I live 8 miles downwind from a non-
nuclear power plant that would no doubt
supply a portion of the electricity to
recharge the batteries of electric cars.

Since I have to wipe its grit off my patio fur-
niture before I can sit outside, and having
seen clouds that stretched to the horizon
forming around the particulates from its
stacks, | have a problem trying to grasp the
concept of emissionsfree electricity.

David Brown
Sun City Center, Fla.

May I inject real-life requirements for any
motor vehicle | would purchase?

It must be capable of carrying four pas-
sengers massing approximately 240 kilo-
grams total (Mom, Dad, and two early teen
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daughters).

It must be capable of carrying a payload
massing up to 500 kg (half a ton of horse
manure for the compost heap or camping gear
for a Girl Scout troop and food for a week).

It must be capable of accelerating from 40
kilometers per hour to 100 kph in 12 seconds
or less while fully loaded (there’s often a
truck hauling limestone block coming up from
behind when we merge onto the interstate).

It must do all this in an ambient tempera-
ture range of 40°C to -40°C [104°F to 40°F]
and must provide heat while operating in the
low end of this temperature range. (It would
be desirable to provide cool temperatures
while operating in the high end.)

Every vehicle | have ever owned, even my
first, a 40-horsepower Volkswagen, has been
able to satisfy these needs, within reason. |
strongly doubt that any electric or electric
hybrid will ever be able to accomplish any two.

J. Stephen Noe
Southport, Ind.
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Status seekers
“lhy and Hetep's excellent afterlife” (SN:
11/11/95, p. 312) says, “No other nonroyal Egyp-
tians are known to have purposely placed
their tombs in a spot reserved for kings.”
Has the author considered Senmut, whose
unfinished tomb is cut into the rock founda-
tion of Hatshepsut’s funerary temple at Deir
el-Bahri?
Donald V. Etz
Dayton, Ohio

Senmut, whose tomb was constructed around
1450 B.C,, served as the top bureaucratic assis-
tant to Hatshepsut, a woman who ruled as king.
Senmut was also Hatshepsut’s romantic part-
ner, although they were not officially married,
according to University of Pennsylvania archae-
ologist David Silverman. Senmut thus had close
ties to the royal family and far more power than
Ihy or Hetep.

Still, Senmut’s royal status is debatable, Silver-
man says. — B. Bower
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