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Letters

Makin’ copies

In “When not to photocopy” (SN: 12/2/95, p.
374), you state that a classroom instructor
who copies an article from a journal he sub-
scribes to and distributes the copies to stu-
dents might be in violation of the fair use
statute. How can anyone distinguish this case
from one in which the instructor tells the stu-
dents to go to the library and copy the article
for themselves, each individual case of which

does not violate the fair use statute?
Publishers are just going to have to get
used to the idea that they can’t recover
every instance of use of material, fair or not.
Wayne McCoy
Poolesville, Md.

At present, there are many interpretations of the
fair use statute. One of the factors that has gone
into court decisions is whether the user had time
to obtain permission—the difference between
coming across an article in the library 10 min-
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utes before the lecture and realizing 3 weeks ear-
lier that the article would be useful. — J. Raloff

Your article caused me serious concern.
Many of my faculty colleagues routinely pho-
tocopy material from journals, and sometimes
they even distribute photocopies to classes or
to their research groups. They are not aware, |
am sure, that they may be in hot water.

Therefore, I photocopied your article and
distributed it in all the faculty and staff mail-
boxes in our department.

Jimmie G. Edwards
Professor of Chemistry
University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio

Invitation to disaster?

Newly available satellite data revealing fea-
tures of the seafloor (“A New View of Earth,”
SN: 12/16/95, p. 410) may be a boon to marine
geologists but bad news for some marine
populations.

Your report mentions the discovery of
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Wahoo Guyot, a large seamount in the mid-
Pacific whose flat-topped summit supports a
rich habitat for fish and lobster. It reminds
me of a similar discovery in the early 1960s,
when Columbia University oceanographers
(using an echo sounder) charted the largest
seamount in the Atlantic, some 500 nautical
miles west of Capetown, South Africa.

Rising nearly 500 meters from the seafloor,
this flat-topped volcanic cone reached to
within 40 meters of the sea surface. It was
named Vema Seamount after the research
vessel which discovered it and soon became
a focus of frenzied commercial fishing. After
a few years of heavy harvesting of lobsters,
dredging had scraped it bare, and the site
has remained unproductive ever since.

In the absence of effective fisheries con-
trols in international waters, the charting of
newly discovered undersea features attrac-
tive to commercial fishermen is an invitation
to ecological disaster.

Robert Gerard
Falisades, N.Y.
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