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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St., NW.,,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

The Alchemy of the Heavens: Searching for
Meaning in the Milky Way—Ken Croswell. From
the ancient belief that the Milky Way is a river in the
sky to current scientific theories about its role in
the formation of the universe, science writer
Croswell details developments in our knowledge
about our galaxy and how these ideas came to be.
He reports that the Milky Way probably formed as
other, earlier galaxies smashed together and that
most likely our galaxy has at its center a black hole
with a million times the mass of the sun. Originally
published in hardcover in 1995. Anch Bks, 1996,
340 p., b&w plates and illus., paperback, $14.95.

The Clock of Ages: Why We Age—How We
Age—Winding Back the Clock—John J. Medina.
Inspired by the death of his mother, molecular
biologist Medina seeks to answer common ques-
tions ranging from why hair grays to why organ-
isms die at all. Beginning with a historical and
wide-ranging look at death, he moves on to
explore the biology of various systems, including
those for sight, digestion, and cardiovascular
health. He then examines how these come togeth-
er to make a living, dying human being. The atti-
tudes and exits of many prominent people, includ-
ing Francisco Goya and Napoleon Bonaparte,
preface chapters devoted to what took their lives.
Cambridge U Pr, 1996, 332 p., b&w illus., hard-
cover, $24.95.

Coming of Age with Elephants: A Memoir—
Joyce Poole. A field researcher chronicles her
achievements in the quest to understand the
social and sexual behavior of African elephants. In
Poole’s 15-year partnership with Cynthia Moss,
the duo tracked the life and death of more than
800 animals. They documented the mating behav-
ior known as musth (previously believed not to
occur in African elephants) the emotions of these
highly perceptive and intelligent creatures, and the
threat posed by poaching. Throughout, Poole
touches on some of the obstacles she faced in the
past, both professionally and personally, and more
recently in her role as director of elephant man-
agement for the Kenya Wildlife Service. Hyperion,
1996, 287 p., b&w plates, hardcover, $24.95.

Egyptian Mummies: Unraveling the Secrets of
an Ancient Art—Bob Brier. Egyptologist Brier
shares some of the research he did as a precursor
to his attempt at replicating the practice of mum-
mification. He provides a large amount of historical
data about how and why Egyptians performed this
kind of burial, as well as the intricacies of the mum-
mification process. Using many case studies of
exhumed mummies, Brier delves into the mean-
ings of the hieroglyphs associated with these bod-
ies, the mummification of royalty and animals, and
the items entombed with the bodies. Originally
published in hardcover in 1994. Quill, 1996, 352 p.,
b&w photos and illus., paperback, $14.00.

To order by Visa or MasterCard, call
1-800-544-4565
In D.C. area: 202-331-9653
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Enjoy Beethoven

As Never Before!

2 CDs FREE

“Musically Speaking is a great and exciting
program!” Wynton Marsalis

“Musically Speaking is a wonderful education
in classical music.” James Earl Jones

We’ll send you the 2-CD volume Beethoven, featuring his 5th Symphony and
Piano Concerto #4, FREE to introduce you to Musically Speaking.

CD #1: Gain a new understanding
Your host for this exciting new “learn and enjoy”
program is Gerard Schwarz, 1994 Conductor of
the Year and 10 time Grammy nominee. He'll
take you through the 5th Symphony and Piano
Concerto #4 movement by movement and impart
an awareness that will enable you to enjoy this
great music as never before. He'll describe how
Beethoven used the woodwinds, horns and strings
to convey a variety of emotions. And he'll provide
you with fascinating insight into Beethoven, the
genius, and his times.

CD #2: Enjoy the masterpieces
Receive energizing, uninterrupted performances
of Beethoven's great works as Maestro Schwarz
conducts the renowned London Symphony
Orchestra on this masterfully digitized audiophile

recording.

Your satisfaction is always guaranteed.

© 1995 CVP Inc.
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An Incredible Introductory Offer
If you have any interest in classical music, this is
an incredible opportunity to pursue it. We'll send
you Beethoven FREE and then each month a new
2-CD volume of Musically Speaking featuring a
different composer, such as Vivaldi, Mozart or

Bach, for only $12.95 plus shipping and handling.
There's no obligation or minimum purchase

requirement and you may cancel at any time.
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O YES! send me Beethoven under the

I terms outlined in this advertisement. Enclosed
I is $3 for shipping and handling.

I First Name Last Name
I Address
City St Zip

Musically Speaking
215 W. Harrison St

Seattle, WA 98119 MI1EO7
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The Introspective Engineer—Samuel C. Flor-
man. The author of The Existential Pleasures of
Engineering and a contributor to TECHNOLOGY
Review, from which some of the material here is
gleaned, reflects on the role of engineers in this
technological age. An engineer himself, Florman is
troubled by the constant barrage of criticism that
comes engineers’ way. He outlines the goals that
must be met in the immediate future, such as the
provision of affordable energy sources and a safer
environment, and the role of engineers in realizing
those objectives. He notes that although some
people blame engineers for problems such as
environmental degradation, engineers may be the
only ones who can cure such ills. In the process,
he polishes the image of engineers and points out
that recent engineering icons, such as the com-
puter, though not as striking as the Eiffel Tower,
are far more influential. St Martin, 1996, 244 p.,
hardcover, $22.95.

The Science of Desire: The Search for the Gay
Gene and the Biology of Behavior—Dean Hamer
and Peter Copeland. After an arduous search for
funding for his extensive research effort, Hamer
concluded in a report in the journal SCIENCE in
1993 that he had linked homosexuality to a gene
marker. With the help of Copeland, a journalist,
Hamer makes a solid argument for the importance
of this kind of research. In simple language, he
details his methods of showing this genetic link,
looks at how a gay gene might work, and discuss-
es some of the scientific, social, and ethical impli-
cations of his finding. Originally published in hard-
cover in 1994. Touchstone, 272 p., b&w illus.,
paperback, $13.00.
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The Weekly Newsmagazine of Science
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1s now available to the blind,
visually impaired, and physically
disabled on cassette tapes.

All inquiries should be made
directly to:

Recorded Periodicals,

Division of Associated Services
for the Blind

919 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-627-0600 x208

Subscription fee is $48.00
annually.

Tapes are specially modified for National
Library Service playback equipment.
Only individuals possessing such
equipment should apply.
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