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Letters

Countering counterfeits

“New Greenbacks” (SN: 1/27/96, p. 58) pro-
pounds an expensive and complicated solu-
tion to the problem of counterfeit currency.
The simplest answer has been with us since
the beginning of civilization: gold coin.

Gold is impossible to counterfeit, impossi-
ble to devalue, and impossible to convert
into a marker for economic surveillance.
Anyone who really needs to carry hundreds
of dollars in cash will scarcely be burdened
by $100 dollar gold pieces.

Michael J. Dunn
Auburn, Wash.

My great-great-grandfather, Joannes Her-
manus Van de Weyer (1819-1875), invented
the watermark used in printed banknotes
and paper money. He lived in Groningen, the
Netherlands, and inherited a stone-printing
business from his father, which printed offi-
cial papers, notes, and so on for banks, trad-
ing companies, and the Dutch government.

APRIL 13, 1996

He introduced watermarks sometime in the
late 1840s or early 1850s.

Your article states that the United States
first used watermarked bills in 1869, which
would agree with this.

I inherited an 1839 painting of Van de Wey-
er, passed on to me through four generations
(and almost lost during World War II), which
I had restored recently. I have thought of
someday donating the portrait to a museum
devoted to the history of money or inven-
tions. Any historian out there who is inter-
ested and wants more information, I will be
happy to oblige.

Jeff W. Eerkens
Columbia, Mo.

A counterfeiter copying a bill with an
encrypted pattern derived from the bill’'s
serial number will, naturally, copy both the
pattern and the serial number. Thus, the pat-
tern will not show up as false when scanned,
and any potential tracking system will know
that there are counterfeits but will not know
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which scanner has found the real bill.

Most people don’t look at the serial num-
bers on the money they take and wouldn’t
notice if two (or three or more) bills had the
same serial numbers. Passing duplicate bills
with a shared number at multiple stores
would be nearly impossible for a cashier to
notice.

lan Randal Strock
New York, N.Y.

The security thread first used in 1990 is
polyester, not metallic. With the new curren-
cy issue, the new thread will be a polymer.

Several other countries do use metallic
security threads; however, the United States
is not one of them.

Thomas Serfass

Curator

Mercantile Money Museum
St. Louis, Mo.

The security thread is a metallized polyester
strip. — D. Christensen
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