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strongly captured our imagination than Neanderthal Man. Why, after

brilliantly surviving several severe Ice Age glaciations to thrive for 200,000
years—twice as long as modern humans have been on Earth—did Neanderthals
all of a sudden drop out of sight? That they disappeared astonishingly recently—
less than 30,000 years ago, just when early Homo sapiens were appearing in
Europe—makes the mystery even more tantalizing. ,

Scientists have long known that the popular image of the Neanderthal as a

primitive, hairy, heavily browed, club-wielding brute is not supported by the fossil
evidence. But to date, no such consensus has existed on the riddle of Nean-
derthals’ disappearance. Did they interbreed with our direct ancestors, so that we
see Neanderthal traits in our populations today? Or were they wiped out in some
sort of prehistoric battle-of-the-species when a more advanced group—our
direct ancestors—appeared on the scene?

The Last Neanderthal is written by one of the most respected authorities on
the subject and supported with a dazzling wealth of visual material. Drawing
on the latest findings and sophisticated new techniques of analysis, Ian Tat-
tersall marshals the best available evidence to unravel the mysteries of the ¥
Neanderthals—who they were, how they lived, how they succeeded for so
long, and—the most intriguing question—what happened to them.

No early human relative has triggered more scientific debate or more
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