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Letters

Perpetuating myths about AIDS?
“AIDS Update '96” (SN: 3/23/96, p. 184)
refers to blood samples taken from “HIV-
infected homosexual or bisexual men.” I fail
to see how the sexual orientation of the sub-
jects affects the research. The statement
does, however, perpetuate the myth that
AIDS is a concern only for certain “at-risk
communities.” This myth is not only mis-
leading, it is downright dangerous.
David Assemany
Royal Oak, Mich.

The statement is a description of the sample
population, a common practice in SCIENCE
NEws. Nonetheless, your point about the dan-
ger of the myth is well taken. — The Editors

I take exception to the statement that a
single case of a chimpanzee developing AIDS
“proves HIV causes AIDS.”

Most chimpanzees that have been infected
with HIV have not been inoculated with pure
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cultures of HIV, but rather with blood, lym-
phocytes, or semen from AIDS patients.
Every AIDS patient has multiple viral and
bacterial infections that can cause immune
suppression independent of HIV and that are
known to be synergistic with HIV in cell cul-
tures. Thus, it is highly probable that most
chimpanzees were infected not only with
HIV, but with some mix of cofactor infections
as well. Coinfections may be very important,
since some diseases require combinations of
infectious agents.

In order to conclude that HIV is the neces-
sary and sufficient cause of AIDS, one must
demonstrate that HIV and only HIV was
transmitted to the chimpanzee that devel-
oped AIDS.

So far, there is no evidence that non-HIV
infections have been controlled for at all.

Robert S. Root-Bernstein
Associate Professor of Physiology
Michigan State University

East Lansing, Mich.

Contrary to Dr. Root-Bernstein’s assump-
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tions, the chimpanzee that developed AIDS
was inoculated with tissue-culture-grown HIV;
it received only HIV and was not exposed to
blood or semen from an AIDS patient. More-
over, the chimpanzee with AIDS was
exposed experimentally only to HIV; its expo-
sure to any other environmental agent would
have been the same as that of the 200 other
chimpanzees in our general colony. The ani-
mal was not treated with potentially cytotox-
ic drugs and was not a “drug abuser” (pur-
ported causes of AIDS offered by skeptics of
the HIV theory). The animal received only
HIV, developed persistent infection, had pro-
gressive loss of CD4 cells over time, and had
a high viral load (of HIV-1) during terminal
stages of disease.

What more could be needed to convince even
the staunchest skeptic that HIV is the cause of
AIDS?

Harold M. McClure

Associate Director for Research Resources

Yerkes Regional Primate Research Center
Emory University
Atlanta, Ga.
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