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Letters

Seeking common ground

It's quite true that science might fare bet-
ter among the religious public if that public
were convinced that science and religion
are compatible (“When Science and Beliefs
Collide, SN: 6/8/96, p. 360). Many of us who
teach at religious colleges work hard to con-
vince our students that they are.

The job is made a lot tougher, however,
when an eminent scientist like Carl Sagan
uses his brilliant popularizations of science
as a vehicle for antireligious propaganda—
apparently with the full approval of the sci-
entific establishment. For many, the “sepa-
ration of spheres” between science and reli-
gion is in effect a one-way barrier: Intru-
sions of religion into science are bitterly
resented and, where possible, punished,
but imperialism in the opposite direction is
regarded as benign.

The task of finding ways for science and
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faith to coexist can only be furthered by hon-

est dialogue based on mutual respect rather

than on superiority and condescension from
either side.

William Hasker

Professor of Philosophy

Huntington College

Huntington, Ind.

It is wrong to lump all critics of science
into one camp, namely, those who see sci-

CORRECTION

The references to “constructionism”—uwhich
appeared even in the penultimate draft of the
National Science Standards—were in fact
“almost entirely eliminated” in the final book,
according to Gerald Holton (“When Science
and Beliefs Collide,” SN: 6/8/96, p. 360).
Though he and other scientists were concerned
about the report’s earlier perspective, he
endorses the final document.
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ence as a kind of myth. One can argue that
the research programs of science can be dri-
ven by ideological, political, economic, or
other nonscientific interests—for example,
Nazi Rassenkunde—without denying that
objective science is possible. Science is not
exempt from human weakness, including
individual and social evil.

We need to recognize this if we are commit-
ted to the scientific ideals of reason, objec-
tivity, and truth.

Michael Losonsky

Associate Professor of Philosophy
Colorado State University

Fort Collins, Colo.

What I find galling—and what might turn
others off of science—is the arrogance of
some scientists who ignore that fact that
electrons, protons, genes, neurons, and so
forth were already in existence for them to
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