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W. W. Norton, 1996, 128 pages,
5%"x 84", hardcover, $19.95

One of the first signs of wear and tear
on the body is the failure of hip and
knee joints; whether from sports
injuries or aging, these points are the
most susceptible to deterioration. In
fact, close to 400,000 operations are
performed each year in the United
States to replace them. Yet, this six-
billion-dollar industry leaves hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans in
the dark about the procedures and
their alternatives.

This is the book for general read-
ers on this vital subject by authors
who bring the invaluable dual per-
spective of patient and physician. In
user-friendly language, they explain
what you can expect from replace-
ment of the hip and knee. How do the
hip and knee joints work, and what
are the first signs of trouble? What
does surgery entail? Are there non-
surgical alternatives? How do you
discuss the options with your doctor?
What will total replacement cost?

Amply illustrated, this book will
serve as an essential guide to anyone
who faces the crucial decision about
whether or not to have surgery.

— from W. W. Norton
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DAVID LINDLEX

nomena of the subatomic world,
where quantum effects become all impor-
tant. Here, particles can look like waves, and
vice versa; electrons seem to lose their identity
and instead take on a shifting, unpredictable
appearance; and a single photon may sometimes
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When we look at the world around us, why do we not see
the quantum weirdness that pervades its most funda-
mental structure? If the familiar world of everyday experi-
ence is built from ambiguous and unreliable subatomic
ingredients, how can it be as solid, dependable, and pre-
dictable as we know it to be?

ning to find an answer to the most perplexing question of

all: How does our Newtonian world arise from its quan-

tum revolution full circle, showing how the familiar

and trustworthy reality of the world around us is

actually a consequence of the ineffable Name
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John Allen Paulos is a master at
shedding mathematical light on our
everyday world:

e What exactly did Lani Guinier
say about quotas?

e What is the probability of identifying
a murderer through DNA testing?

e Which are the real risks to our
health and which the phony ones?

Employing the fun-filled, user-
friendly, and quirkily insightful
approach of /nnumeracy, Paulos now
leads us through the pages of the
daily newspaper, revealing the hidden
mathematical angles of countless
articles. From the Senate, SATs, and
sex, to crime, celebrities, and cults,
Paulos takes stories that may not
seem to involve mathematics at all
and demonstrates how mathematical
naiveté can put readers at distinct dis-
advantage.

Whether he’s using chaos theory
to puncture economic and environ-
mental predictions, applying logic and
self-reference to clarify the hazards of
spin doctoring, or employing arith-
metic and common sense to give us a
novel perspective on greed and rela-
tionships, Paulos never fails to enter-
tain and enlighten.

— from Anchor Books




