Books

Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St., N.W.,,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

The Backyard Bird-Lover’'s Guide—Jan
Mahnken. For casual bird-watchers who want to
acquire more knowledge about the avian creatures
that frequent their yards, Mahnken provides a thor-
ough introduction to 135 of the most common
species. This encyclopedia provides detailed
paintings of each bird, as well as information about
nesting habits and methods of making different
types of birds at home in the yard by means of gar-
dens, food, birdhouses, and others. Storey Pub
Inc, 1996, 310 p., color illus., paperback, $24.95.

Biotechnology: Science, Engineering, and Eth-
ical Challenges for the 21st Century—Frederick
B. Rudolph and Larry V. Mclntire, eds. In one vol-
ume, all aspects of the field of biotechnology are
discussed. In early chapters, experts delineate the
finer points of the science behind such advances
as gene therapy, biomaterials, and recombinant
DNA technology and the applications of each.
Three other key issues are addressed, namely, the
transfer of this technology from universities to
industry, the ethics and behavior involved in its
implementation, and the role of government.
Joseph Henry Press, 1996, 278 p., b&w illus. and
color plates, hardcover, $34.95.

The Body’s Edge: Our Cultural Obsession with
Skin—Marc Lappé. As he dissects the various
anatomical and biological aspects of the epidermis,
such as how it protects us and why it is permeable,
Lappé reflects on the ways that people regard their
skin. Early chapters tell why humans have skin and
how it functions. Lappé then argues that skin does
in fact have a primitive system for warding off dis-
ease. He goes on to describe a number of ailments
that afflict the skin and how both drug and poten-
tially harmful chemicals pass through the skin. He
describes in detail the experiments for use of sili-
cone injections to smooth wrinkles from the skin. H
Holt & Co, 1996, 242 p., hardcover, $22.50.

The Case of the Frozen Addicts: Working at the
Edge of the Mysteries of the Human Brain—J.
William Langston and Jon Palfreman. After injecting
themselves with a new synthetic heroin in 1982, sev-
eral people went to Northern California hospitals in a
seemingly frozen state, unable to move their limbs or
to communicate. They resembled people with Parkin-
son’s disease, only they were younger. Langston, an
attending neurologist at one of the hospitals, made
the connection between the addicts and the synthet-
ic heroin. From there, he and others went on to make
great strides in Parkinson’s research and the chem-
istry of the brain, which Langston recounts here. Orig-
inally published in hardcover in 1995. Vin, 1996, 309
p., b&w photos, paperback, $13.00.

The Company of Wolves—Peter Steinhart. Wolves
are either revered or loathed, as Steinhart shows through
many interviews with people dedicated to either pro-
tecting or eradicating Canis lupus. Now, the reintro-
duction of wolves into Yellowstone National Park has
reignited an old debate about their effects on other
species. Steinhart outlines both sides of this debate,
but his fondness for wolves shows through as he
delves into the complexities of the animals’ social
organization. According to Steinhart, wolves have
many human qualities in the way they share with oth-
ers and interact with their families. These and many
other factoids about wolves, such as why they how,
round out the volume. Originally published in hardcov-
erin 1995. Vin, 1996, 374 p., paperback, $14.00.
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Empire of Light: A History of Discovery in Sci-
ence and Art—Sidney Perkowitz. As a physicist,
Perkowitz uses and studies light from many differ-
ent perspectives. He employs laser light in study-
ing pure crystalline solids, for example, and he
observes the “glow” still radiating from the Big
Bang. In this book, Perkowitz weaves together sci-
ence and aesthetics to present a clear understand-
ing of how we perceive light and how we respond
to it. He spans history, illuminating findings ranging
from the earliest discoveries (and misconceptions)
about light to modern theories of light's role in the
universe. In this especially well written book,
Perkowitz carefully mixes intriguing examples with
complex ideas, for example, showing how the
architect Etienne Boullée incorporated Sir Isaac
Newton’s research of light into his structures. H
Holt & Co, 1996, 227 p., hardcover, $27.50.

The Hidden Life of Dogs—Elizabeth Marshall
Thomas. An ethnologist reflects on her observa-
tions of canine behavior. In an attempt to deter-
mine what dogs really want and need, Thomas
provided her dogs with food, shelter, and medical
care only; she did not train them. The dogs, in
turn, displayed behavior closely resembling that of
wolves. The younger pups followed the lead of
older ones, who even managed to pass along the
idea of housebreaking to them. Moreover, says
Thomas, the animals seemed to form emotional
bonds with each other. An absorbing look at
animal behavior and consciousness. Originally
published in hardcover in 1993. Pocket, 1996, 148
p., b&w illus., paperback, $10.00.

Memory’s Ghost: The Nature of Memory and
the Strange Tale of Mr. M.—Philip J. Hilts. H.M.,
or Mr. M as he is known in research circles, is a
patient at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy’s clinical research center, where he has lived
since undergoing a brain operation some 40 years
ago. That operation, in which part of his brain was
removed in an effort to help his severe epilepsy,
also caused him to lose his memory. Now, his
memory spans no more than 20 minutes at a time.
Hilts documents the many unusual aspects of Mr.
M’s life, as well as researchers’ current knowledge
of the inner workings of memory, some of which
has been gleaned from studies with Mr. M. Origi-
nally published in hardcover 1995. Touchstone
Bks, 1996, 253 p., paperback, $12.00.

One River: Explorations and Discoveries in the
Amazon Rain Forest—Wade Davis. Davis regales
readers with tales of searching the most remote
regions of South America for botanical treasures. He
focuses on his mentor, Harvard ethnobotanist
Richard Evans Schultes, who during travels earfier in
the century amassed some 20,000 botanical speci-
mens. Schuites, an expert on medicinal, toxic, and
especially hallucinogenic plants of the rain forest,
discovered natural LSD and magic mushrooms.
Davis intertwines reports of his own journeys, with
Timothy Plowman as they sought the origins of
cocoa. He reports on the efforts of all three men to
learn the ways of native shaman and Indian tribes.
The impact of outside forces and industrial growth
on these regions is chronicled as well, in this wild
look at field research. S&S, 1996, 537 p., b&w plates,
hardcover, $27.50.
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"A landmark in the
history of the genre.”

—The New York Times Book Review

KIM STANLEY
ROBINSON

Praised for its “plausible science™
and “scientifically informed imagination™*
Kim Stanley Robinson's Mars trilogy now
comes to its spectacular conclusion. Following
the award-winning Red Mars and Green Mars,
BLUE MARS charts man's possible progress in
the emerging discipline of terraforming—
and brings science-based fiction to a new level.

B
Detect and Plot Radiation On
Your PC (Including Palm Tops)

Open a door to the fascinating world of nuclear science with the
REI-SO Micro Roentgen Radiation Monitor. This palm-sized
unit detects Alpha, Beta, Gamma & X-Rays. Displays 1000 times the
resolution of survey geiger counters. Track Radon gas. Find sources.
Check food, water, and ceramic coffee mugs for contamination
(eve opening). Plot Muon showers. Easy to setup and run.

A Bantam Hardcover

Learn about radioactivity. Exciting computer application.
Demonstrate alpha emission from smoke detector, beta and
gamma emission from lantern mantle, other common items. Plot
background cosmic rays, rocks, bricks, plane ride. Wipe tissue on
T.V. screen then generate a beautiful decay plot of the collected
Radium B (Radon daughter, half life: 27 mins.). Check TVs, CRTs
for X-rays (US. Dept. HEW. 21 CFR 1029.10).

Rugged and accurate digital circuitry, needs no adjustments, no
batteries. Should last a lifetime. Plugs into serial port. Cable
extendible with telephone wire.

Superb user friendly software including TSR program (run other
programs simultaneously). Makes excellent dosimetry system,
with alarm, real time graph, data logging and TSR. Medical
personnel, slip in pocket when making rounds. Add strobe - siren
to meet OSHA's reg. 29CFR 1910.96 & 1910.97. Used by
medical waste facilities, cancer treatment centers, water & sewer
plants, universities (lessons available), nuclear facilities, high
schools, scrap handlers, hobbyists, Radon trackers. Thousands
sold for over five years. Call or write for PC Mag. & Byte reviews.

Complete RM 60 System: $149.50

VISA/MC/EURO 45 day S back.
To order or for

more information call: (800) 729-5397

Also available: LCD-60 Digital readout for use
without computer, RM-70 & RM-80 pancake units.

AWARE = | Phone/Fax:
Electronics [(302)655-3800

P.O. Box 4299, Wilmington DE 19807
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