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Letters

Correspondence confirms collision

Some of the letters (SN: 7/20/96, p. 35)
objecting to “When Science and Beliefs Col-
lide” only confirm the thrust of the article.

Marilyn M. Cooper claims I was “unwilling
to admit that there are any truths other than
those arrived at through scientific methods.”
I have never held that absurd position, but it
is similar to the caricature of the scientist
perpetuated by Hollywood and bad courses
about science. Similarly, she would not have
claimed that no postmodernists equate sci-
ence with myth and fiction if she had read at
least the evidence presented in my book
referred to in the SCIENCE NEWS article.

Joel J. Mintzes writes that many reject tra-
ditional logical positivism as useful in teach-
ing, that observations are theory-laden, and
that learning requires more than what he
calls a “search for universal truths.” These
are old findings, with which I agree and
which I have incorporated in my science
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textbooks and research articles. As one who
has long worked to improve the profession-
alization and working conditions of teachers,
my distress is focused chiefly on the well-
documented failures of a significant fraction
of the educational system—on which Mintzes
prefers to be silent.
Gerald Holton
Professor of Physics and of History of Science
Harvard University
Cambridge, Mass.

No confirmation is no contradiction

In “Second look finds no comet reservoir”
(SN: 7/22/96, p. 395), you state that we failed
to find any distant comets in a second look
and falsely imply that perhaps our first
observations were not correct.

For reasons that neither I nor the people at
the Space Telescope Science Institute can
understand (but for which there are possible
causes), the later images contained more
electronic noise than the first observations.
This noise meant that we could not see any-
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thing as faint as the brightest of the objects

we had in the first data set. We therefore did

not detect anything. This is consistent with
the first data set, not contradictory.

Anita L. Cochran

Department of Astronomy

University of Texas

Austin, Texas

Life on Mars first on Earth?

If a rock can be ejected off Mars’ surface and
fall on Antarctica, the reverse can happen
(“Meteorite Hints at Early Life on Mars,” SN:
8/10/96, p. 84). Bacterial spores can survive
harsh environments for extended periods, so
Antarctica may have yielded little more than a
terrestrial colonist returned home.

It is asking too much of extraterrestrial evolu-
tion to yield morphologies identical to our own.

Peter B. Humphrey
Washington, D.C.

See “Interplanetary Odyssey,” p. 204.
—The Editors
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