Books

Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St., NW.,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

Or, E-mail: snbooks@scisvc.org

Biology Smart—Deborah Guest. This introduc-
tion to—or refresher course in—basic biology
comes complete with diagrams, quizzes, and a
glossary, thus ensuring that the student is clear
about the basic concepts outlined. Among the top-
ics discussed are cellular structure, organic chem-
istry, ecology, human physiology, and chromo-
somes. Princeton Review, 1996, 238 p., b&w illus.,
paperback, $12.00.

The Case for Mars: The Plan to Settle the
Red Planet and Why We Must—Robert Zubrin
with Richard Wagner. For years, NASA has
balked at implementing a plan to send people to
Mars—because of the estimated $450 billion
cost. Zubrin, along with his counterparts at Mar-
tin Marietta Astronautics, orchestrated an alter-
native: Mars Direct. Their strategy of “traveling
light and living off the land” would enable them to
accomplish this mission using existing technolo-
gy for only one-tenth of NASA’s estimated cost,
they say. Zubrin outlines this plan, at the same
time trying to alleviate fears about the “dangers”
that lurk on Mars and to point out the wealth and
potential Mars has for future generations once
we terraform the planet and establish colonies
there. Free Pr, 1996, 328 p., b&w plates, hard-
cover, $25.00.

Eros and Evolution: A Natural Philosophy of
Sex—Richard E. Michod. Challenging the widely
accepted view that sex is necessary for genetic
diversity in offspring, evolutionary biologist
Michod argues that sex is needed for genetic
repair. Beginning with analysis of the reproductive
processes of the simplest life forms, he uses
mathematical and computer models to bolster his
hypothesis and to speculate further on why
species exist at all. Originally published in hard-
cover in 1995. Addison-Wesley, 1996, 241 p.,
paperback, $13.00.

The Invention that Changed the World: How
a Small Group of Radar Pioneers Won the
Second World War and Launched a Techno-
logical Revolution—Robert Buderi. Regaling
readers with the fruits of the Rad Lab—the Manhat-
tan Projectesque research facility at MIT that gave
birth to radar—Buderi tells about the onslaught of
discoveries that followed the arrival of British
researchers and their cavity magnetron in 1940.
The cavity magnetron, a new source of microwave
energy, was key to making radar systems small
enough to fit on boats and planes and was critical
to developing advanced warning systems. A bevy
of modern technological devices was also
spawned from the Rad Lab, including everything
from solid-state televisions to magnetic resonance
imaging, which Buderi elaborates on as well. S&S,
1996, 575 p., b&w photos, hardcover, $30.00.

To order by Visa or MasterCard, call
1-800-544-4565
In DC:202-331-9653 Or, E-mail: snbooks@scisvc.org
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hen will Niagara Fa]]e
disappear? Can any bird \1
fly upside down? What | ————
is a nuclear meltdown? You'll find 1
answers to 1,400 frequently asked, | ———— — "~
but hard to explain questions llke |
these inside this updated edition |
of the bestselling Handy Sci-

ence Answer Book. Dozens of |
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new sci-tech topics, as well as | januvary
your old favorites—from the |
inner workings of the human | g -~

body to outer space, from
mathematics and computers

ogy questions. Why do humans have
wisdom teeth? Why do golf balls have
dimples? How much energy does an
electric eel generate? These are among

Lost Wright: Frank Lloyd Wright's Vanished Mas-
terpieces—Carla Lind. Of the 500 or so Frank Lioyd
Wright designs that were built, roughly 100 have been
destroyed. The Imperial Hotel in Japan and Taliesin 1
and 2 are the most important examples. Organized
by type of structure and chronologically through
Wiright's career, this retrospective provides interest-
ing insight into the architect’s transformations of
style, as well as a historical look at this lost legacy all
accompanied by photographs. S&S, 1996, 171 p.,
color and b&w photos and illus., hardcover, $35.00.

Lyme Disease: The Cause, the Cure, the Contro-
versy—Alan G. Barbour. Lyme disease is one of the
more misunderstood ailments as conflicting opin-
ions surround the disease. lts symptoms are often
confused with those of chronic fatigue syndrome
and even depression. Barbour reports on the latest
strides made toward defining Lyme disease, which
is treatable with antibiotics. He recounts the history
of the infection and describes methods for discern-
ing Lyme from other ailments. Johns Hopkins,
1996, 258 p., paperback, $15.95.

Science on the Web: A Connoisseur’s Guide to
Over 500 of the Best, Most Useful, and Most Fun
Science Websites—Edward J. Renehan, Jr. That
the World Wide Web was invented by scientists for
scientists is an almost forgotten fact but this guide-
book returns to the web’s roots. Basic instruction
on navigating the web introduces featured web
pages rich with links and the most current science
information in alphabetized categories, from artifi-
cial intelligence to zoology. The origin of each site
is given—be it lab, journal, or researcher. Spr-Ver-
lag, 1996, 382. p., b&w illus., paperback, $19.95.

\ Also available, The 1997 Handy
| Science Answer Page-a-Day
\ Calendar

‘ With entries selected from the
‘ first edition of The Handy Sci-
\ ence Answer Book, this nifty cal-
endar answers more than 500
frequently asked, yet difficult-
to-answer science and technol-

life’s intriguing questions, to which the
Science and Technology Department
of The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
provides straight forward and conve-
nient answers. Calendar stand measures 5 /4" x 5 /"
Accord Publishing, $9.95.
Science News Books 1719 N Street, NW CiAr
Washington, DC 20036 Soviandyss
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______ The Handy Science Answer Book, $16.95
_____ The Handy Science Answer Calendar 1997, $9.95
—_____Buyboth,only $23.95

to cars, boats, planes, and
trains are included.

Is white gold really gold?
Do bears in zoos hibernate?
How do fireflies produce light?

HandySciAns2

Handy
answers fun and easy to understand. With more than 100
illustrations and dozens of tables and graphs, it’s a friendly
resource for browsers, scanners, and serious sojourners in the
realms of science and technology.

Science’s clear-cut, straightforward style makes
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