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Books

Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St., N.W.,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

Buzz: The Science and Lore of Alcohol and Caf-
feine—Stephen Braun. Find out how two of the
most common mind-altering drugs actually pro-
duce their wide-ranging effects on our bodies as
Braun dissects alcohol and caffeine and their roles
in our lives. He offers explanations, based on the
latest research, for why both substances are so
addictive and how they work within our systems
and ultimately affect us in ways we may not even
realize. He also answers a number of common
questions and tackles some pertinent folklore
about how caffeine and alcohol affect everything
from sex drive to mental processes. OUP, 1996,
214 p., hardcover, $25.00.

The Compleat Cockroach: A Comprehensive
Guide to the Most Despised (and Least Under-
stood) Creature on Earth—David George Gordon.
Cockroaches are three times richer in protein than
chicken and taste like shrimp, according to Gor-
don, who tries to boost the reputation of this fasci-
nating entomological specimen. Believed to be
about 340 million years old, cockroaches are one
of the most enduring and plentiful creatures on the
planet, which is probably why they are entrenched
in cultures throughout the world, as detailed here.
Gordon relays a smorgasbord of information
about these bugs, including how to control them
without using harmful pesticides. Ten Speed Pr,
1996, 178 p., b&w illus., paperback, $11.95.

Deep Atlantic: Life, Death, and Exploration in
the Abyss—Richard Ellis. Deep-sea technology is
now allowing researchers to troll the ocean floor at
least 5 miles down. Ellis surveys the history of
such exploration, from submersibles such as
William Beebe’s bathysphere to robotic diving
devices. Focusing mostly on the Atlantic Ocean,
Ellis offers readers a glimpse of the unusual fish
and sea creatures that thrive in the cold, dark,
gravity-defying waters. Through remarkable draw-
ings and descriptive text detailing their discovery
and methods of adaptation, Ellis introduces a
menagerie of creatures, including clams as big as
footballs and the “vampire squid from hell.” Knopf,
1996, 395 p., b&w illus., hardcover, $35.00.

Inevitable lllusions: How Mistakes of Reason
Rule Our Minds—Massimo Piattelli-Palmarini. How
can a jury be presented with irrefutable evidence of
guilt and still find the defendant innocent? Why do
some people think that New Orleans is on the same
longitude as Caracas, Venezuela, when in fact
Boston is the correct answer? These are instances
of what Piattelli-Palmarini calls “tunnel vision"—
cognitive illusions that affect decision making. The
author probes this phenomenon and offers a wealth
of examples of how we are often susceptible to irra-
tionality no matter how intelligent we are. Originally
published in hardcover in 1994. Wiley, 1996, 242 p.,
paperback, $15.95.

Mining the Sky: Untold Riches from the Aster-
oids, Comets, and Planets—John S. Lewis. Lewis
contends that the U.S. and Russian governments are
not exploiting the resources of space, and thereby risk
not solving our most challenging problems: energy,
renewable resources, and population overload. Lewis
describes how asteroids can be mined for precious
metals and hollowed out to shelter space-bound
homesteaders, among other theories. Addison-Wes-
ley, 1996, 274 p., b&w plates, hardcover, $26.00.
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Your PC (Including Palm Tops)

ﬁn a door to the fascinating world of nuclear science with the

.60 Micro Roentgen Radiation Monitor. This palm-sized
unit detects Alpha, Beta, Gamma & X-Rays. Displays 1000 times the
resolution of survey geiger counters. Track Radon gas. Find sources.
Check food, water, and ceramic coffee mugs for contamination

Thought Contagion: How Belief Spreads
Through Society—Aaron Lynch. Memes—or
actively contagious ideas—was a term first
coined some 30 years ago by Richard Dawkins.
In this book, Lynch focuses on the emerging sci-
ence of memetics in an effort to show how ideas
and beliefs spread. Parents and the church are
two of the strongest initiators of the most potent
memes, but how do rumors and fads pervade?
Lynch examines a number of typical scenarios in
order to develop a conceptual basis for under-
standing what drives intensely held beliefs and
why some go extinct. Basic, 1996, 192 p., hard-
cover, $24.00.
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lnrn about radioactivity. Exciting computer upplmm Plot Alpha
from smoke detector, Beta from lantern mantle. Plot nuclear fleas,
ceramics, plane ride, cosmic rays, bidg. materials, etc. Wipe tissue on
T.V. screen then generate beautiful decay plot of Radium B & C (from
Radon, half life: 27 & 20 mins.). Analyze decay curves for Radon,

other isotopes! Check TVs, CRTs for X-rays (US Dept. HEW.

Tube: The Invention of Television—David E. Fisher
and Marshal Jon Fisher. Television is an invention T
devoid of‘a particular eureka moment. As the Fish- 21CFR 1029.10).
ers chronicle, an assortment of lone inventors came Rugged and accurate digital circuitry, needs no adjustments, no
close to getting it right, but it wasn’t until a couple of batteries. Should last a lifetime. Plugs into serial port. Cable extendible
executives at RCA grasped its potential that televi- ‘5'00‘:;“ “‘: ‘:n"dv'h"‘w“"‘:':"“lmm ?2::;:‘;‘;“ o
. . X . uperb user fri
sion as we kr)ow it began fts gscenf( into th? annals programs snmnluneousl)’ Makes excellent dosimetry system, with
of the most influential of all inventions. This retro- alarm, real time graph, data logging and TSR. Medical personnel, g?
spective look at how television came to permeate pocket when making rounds. Add strobe - siren to meet OSHA 29(FR
virtually every home provides an insightful look into ﬂmz mla&fd’;"ﬁmj‘ig‘m‘%ﬂ&w
the whole of television, from invention to marketing food processors, geologists, real estate agents, hobbyists,
and programming, and even into the future. Coun- don/Thoron/Nuclear-Flea trackers. Thousands sold for over five
terpt DC, 1996, 427 p., hardcover, $30.00. years. Call or write for PC Mag & Byte reviews.

Complete RM 60 System: $149.50 (45 day $ back.)
VISA/MC. AW-

JEURO  Visitys at: ELCOM
To order by Visa or MasterCard, call kel NS (8(!)’0) 729-5397

Also available: LCD-60 Digital readout for use
without computer, RM-70 & RM-80 pancake unils
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In DC: 202-331-9653
Or, E-mail: snbooks@scisvc.org

P.O. Box 4299, Wilmington DE 19807

Like Smithsonian,
but on a skateboard!

Muse is a new magazine
that will stimulate,
delight, and challenge
every smart, curious
6- to 14-year-old child
in your life.

* Muse is sponsored by Smithsonian and produced

by the editors and puhhshux of Cricket, the award-
winning literary magazine for young people.

* Muse s all written especially, precisely, and

magically for kids.

® Muse has science articles that are written by
experts in the field. These articles will not
only be up to date and accurate, they will also
focus on the information that would be of
most importance to a scientist.

® Museis here, just in time for holiday gift giving. Order now and get the

premiére issue. Subsequent issues will follow in the new year, one every

other month. A one-year subscription is just $22, a savings of over 25% off

the newsstand price.

Key: ALBSN

Order today. Call toll free, T 1-800-827-0227.

Or mail orders to: Muse, Box 7468, Red Oak, IA 51591-2468
Suite 2000, Chicago, 1L 60604.

For writers’ guidelines, send a SASE to: Muse, 332 S. Michigan Ave.,

SCIENCE NEWS, VOL. 150 283

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
Science News. RINGRY

WWw.jstor.org




