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Books

Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St., N.W.,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

The Addison-Wesley Science Handbook—Gor-
don J. Coleman and David Dewar. Compact and
filed with charts, graphs, and illustrations, this ref-
erence is handy for students, writers, and armchair
scientists. Quick answers to common questions,
conversion tables, anatomical charts, key con-
cepts and formulas, and other information provide
accurate data in all areas of science. Addison-Wes-
ley, 1997, 281 p., b&w illus., paperback, $18.00.

Invention by Design: How Engineers Get from
Thought to Thing—Henry Petroski. From the sim-
plest inventions—paperclips and pencils—to the
more complex—fax machines and the Boeing
777—engineers are continually challenged to
improve and enhance their inventions in order to
meet the specifications both of the people using
and the people producing these objects. Petroski
draws on his previous work to present examples of
invention and the roles of design, analysis, failure,
economics, aesthetics, and quality control in con-
structing and implementing an invention. HUP,
1996, 242 p., b&w illus./photos, hardcover, $24.95.

Outwitting Squirrels: 101 Cunning Stratagems
to Reduce Dramatically the Egregious Misap-
propriation of Seed from Your Birdfeeder by
Squirrels—Bill Adler Jr. Anyone who has ever bat-
tled the “tree rat” will be entertained by the
author’s own travails with a particularly adept and
acrobatic birdseed poacher. While the “101 Strat-
agems” are mostly tongue-in-cheek suggestions,
Adler does survey a wide variety of feeders and
countermeasures one can take to defeat squir-
rels. Methods for attracting birds once the coast
is clear are also included. Chicago Review, 1996,
188 p., b&w photostillus., paperback, $11.95.

A Scientist Speaks Out: A Personal Perspective on
Science, Society, and Change—Glenn T. Seaborg.
This collection of articles and speeches reflects
Nobel laureate Seaborg’s many achievements,
including the founding of the actinide concept of
of many isotopes, his term as chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Califomia, Berkeley, and his chaimanship
of the Atomic Energy Commission. Seaborg reveals
his thoughts about the future of science and technol-
ogy, and some 50 years’ worth of scientific history
comes to life in the process. World Scientific Pub,
1996, 446 p., b&w photos, hardcover, $44.00.

Six Roads from Newton: Great Discoveries in
Physics—Edward Speyer. Isaac Newton virtually
spawned modern physics with the publication of
The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philoso-
phy. Easy on the formulas and rich in tangible
examples and historical perspective, this book
examines the digressions within the field since
Newton'’s time as Speyer surveys wave theory,
field of physics theory, statistical physics, special
relativity, quantum theory, and general relativity—
which together shatter Newton’s world. Originally
published in hardcover in 1994. Wiley, 1996, 196
p., b&w illus., paperback, $14.95.
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