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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handiing for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St,, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565. Domestic orders only.

The American Horticultural Society Pruning
and Training: A Fully lllustrated Plant-by-Plant
Manual—Christopher Brickell and David Joyce.
This remarkably thorough guidebook provides
basic techniques for training plants at all stages of
life and gives specific information about pruning
and managing more than 800 trees, shrubs, roses,
fruits, and climbing plants. Opening chapters
explain how plants grow and the various tools
used for exploiting growth habits. A plethora of
color photos and drawings illustrates techniques.
Dorling Kindersley, 1996, 336 p., color photos and
illus., hardcover, $34.95.

The Dayhiker’s Handbook: An All-Terrain, All-
Season Guide—John Long and Michael Hodgson.
This unique guide blends useful, how-to knowledge
with anecdotes about the authors’ hiking adven-
tures. It spans the realm of hiking over terrain rang-
ing from jungle to wilderness, desert to waterway.
Readers learn how to walk, what to eat and wear,
how to navigate, and how to fend off danger, and
can enjoy essays about the joys of solitary hiking as
well as more practical considerations such as the
downside of quicksand. McGraw, 1996, 216 p.,
b&w photos and illus., paperback, $14.95.

To order by Visa or MasterCard, call
1-800-544-4565
In DC: 202-331-9653 Or, E-mail: snbooks@scisvc.org

The Eleventh Plague: The Politics of Biological
and Chemical Warfare—Leonard A. Cole. In
Tokyo, 5,500 people on a subway are victims of
the nerve agent sarin. Residents of San Francisco
fall ill with an infection by a bacterium called Ser-
ratia marcescens. The first instance is an act of
terrorism; the second is a result of a test conduct-
ed by the army. These are just two examples that
Cole, a political scientist, puts forth in an examina-
tion of the threats of chemical and biological war-
fare. WH Freeman, 1997, 284 p., hardcover, $22.95.

The Essential Guide to Prescription Drugs 1997:
Everything You Need to Know for Safe Drug
Use—James J. Rybacki and James W. Long. This
encyclopedia features more than 300 generic and
2,000 brand-name prescription drugs, each listed
alphabetically by generic name. Profiles contain at
least 45 categories of information, including side
effects, precautions, and effects of discontinuation.
Other chapters outline new medicines and feature
a host of tables and a glossary. HarpPL, 1996,
1,156 p., color plates, paperback, $20.00.

HAL’s Legacy: 2001’s Computer As Dream and
Reality—David G. Stork, ed. Created 30 years ago
by Arthur C. Clarke and Stanley Kubrick for the
movie 2001: A Space Odyssey, the famous science
fiction computer HAL celebrated its “birth” on Jan.
12, 1997. This tribute to HAL describes the state of
computer science relative to HAL's prophecy of
machines that lip-read, recognize and synthesize
speech, reason, and interact with humans. Contrib-
utors are Rosalind Picard, Murray Campbell, and
others who evaluate the feasibility and state of arti-
ficial intelligence. MIT Pr, 1997, 384 p., color and
b&w photos, hardcover, $22.50.

The Infamous Boundary: Seven Decades of
Heresy in Quantum Physics—David Wick. In 1927,
physicists Max Born and Werner Heisenberg
declared, “Quantum mechanics is a complete theo-
ry; its basic physical and mathematical hypotheses
are not further susceptible to modification.” Since
quantum mechanics is the theory that describes
the behavior of fundamental particles, its synthesis
was indeed a “victory over the unruly atom.” But
other physicists immediately disputed this conclu-
sion. Einstein and some others began a debate that
continued to their deaths, and while most physi-
cists today accept quantum mechanics as the
basis of their discipline, heretics make their voices
heard regularly and sometimes persuasively. Wick
surveys these arguments in clear text largely free of
equations saved, which are for appendices. Origi-
nally published in hardcover in 1995. Copernicus,
1996, 310 p., b&w illus., paperback, $19.00.

An Inordinate Fondness for Beetles—Arthur V.
Evans and Charles L. Bellamy. Known to inhabit
nearly every biological niche from the frigid polar
regions to the canopy of the tropical rain forest,
beetles account for one of every five species of
animals and plants combined, making them the
most successful creatures on the planet. In
ancient Egypt, dung-rolling scarabs were repre-
sentative of the invisible forces that moved the
sun across the sky in a geocentric universe. What
makes these animals so persistent in nature and
prevalent in history? This adoring tribute to bee-
tles seeks to answer that question as myriad
Coleoptera are dissected and chronicled through-
out their 250-million-year history. H Holt & Co.,
1996, 208 p., color photos, hardcover, $40.00.
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5 \ué?f’ - ~ advent of a revolutionary new plan, all this has changed.

Leading space exploration authority Robert Zubrin has crafted a daring new blueprint, Mars Direct, that experts are
hailing as the most visionary and pragmatic step toward expanding human activity in space since the Apollo Moon
landings. Presented here with illustrations, photographs, and engaging anecdotes, Zubrin’s plan will revive our
hopes and dreams and convince us that other worlds can be reached—affordably and within our lifetime.

Unlike the surface of the moon, the Martian landscape abounds with ancient canyons, dried river beds, the
remains of frozen polar oceans, and enormous ice caps. The possibilities for exploration and discovery are near-
ly limitless, but significant exploration of Mars can occur only on the planet’s surface, and in order to do that we
must be able to survive there. Zubrin’s plan calls for a travel-light-and-live-off-the-land approach. He explains
how we can use present-day technology to send people to Mars within 10 years, actually produce fuel and oxy-
gen on the planet’s surface with Martian natural resources, and how we can one day “terraform” Mars—a
process that can alter the atmosphere of planets and pave the way for sustainable life. ~ — from The Free Press
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