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Letters

Polarized views
“Does the Cosmos Have a Direction?” (SN:
4/26/97, p. 252) quotes me as saying that the
difference in polarization of radio waves
recently claimed by Nodlund and Ralston
“appears to be on a sound footing,” and is
“‘statistically significant.”” This did not and
does not reflect my view. Not only is my ear-
lier work inconsistent with Nodlund and Ral-
ston’s result, but my current data on the
polarization structure of radio-extended
quasars is totally incompatible with their

claims.

Philipp P. Kronberg
Department of Astronomy
University of Toronto
Toronto, Ontario

Verdicts on medical marijuana use

I am neither an attorney nor a marijuana
user, but it seems to me that people wanting
marijuana legalized for glaucoma treatment
have a constitutional argument for it in light
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of the existing legal use by other citizens
(“Marijuana on Trial,” SN: 3/22/97, p. 178).
Here we have an elite group of people legally
entitled to a treatment option that is actively
denied to other citizens with the identical
disease.

On what basis does the government enforce
such a discriminatory practice? Aren't we all
entitled to equal treatment under the law?

Anthony M. Castaldo
San Antonio, Texas

I am a plaintiff in a suit to protect doctors
and patients from federal government prose-
cution when doctors prescribe medical mari-
juana and patients use medical marijuana in
states where it is legal. Three states—Con-
necticut, Virginia, and California—now have
such laws.

We argue that the federal government can-
not prosecute doctors for their prescrip-
tions because prescriptions are protected
speech under the First Amendment. We also
argue that the federal government cannot
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regulate the physician prescription of and
patient use of medical marijuana under state
law because the Constitution limits federal
powers under the Ninth and Tenth Amend-
ments, as well as the commerce clause.

In short, the federal government does not
have the constitutional authority to regulate
intrastate medical practice that is legal
under state law.

Sandy Shaw
Tonopah, Nev.

I don’t see the significance of 85 percent of
hard-drug users beginning with marijuana,
as cited by Califano. I'd have expected all
hard-core drug users to have first tried mari-
juana—and alcohol as well.

More significant would be the percentage
of marijuana-smoking teens who do or do
not go on to harder drugs.

Paul Hewitt
Hilo, Hawaii
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