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Books is an editorial service for readers’ information. To
order any book listed or any U.S. book in print, please
remit retail price, plus $2.00 postage and handling for
each book, to Science News Books, 1719 N St.,, N.W.,,
Washington, DC 20036. To place Visa or MasterCard
orders, call 1-800-544-4565, fax 202-785-1242, or E-mail
snbooks@sciserv.org. Domestic orders only.

Bucky Works: Buckminster Fuller's Ideas For
Today—J. Baldwin. A 30-year colleague of Fuller,
Baldwin depicts Fuller's genius and shows how
some of his ideas and inventions are only now
being realized—with the advent of suitable materi-
als—and may continue to influence us into the next
millennium. Most famous for the geodesic dome,
the strongest structure ever devised, the great
architect-engineer-mathematician extended his
interests to avant-garde ideas such as the dymax-
ion car and synergetics. Baldwin provides full
descriptions of more than 200 illustrations. Origi-
nally published in hardcover in 1996. Wiley, 1997,
243 p., b&w photosfillus., paperback, $19.95.

Health Care Choices for Today’s Consumer:
Family USA’s Guide to Quality and Cost—Marc S.
Miller, ed. PPO. HMO. Medicaid. Medicare. The
array of healthcare alternatives is becoming ever
more complex. This proactive guide to healthcare
options is presented by a nonprofit organization
dedicated to informing the consumer about the
U.S. healthcare system. Each of the many alterna-
tives is dissected and described, with clear
explainations of patient rights, variables that
depend on whether the patient is young or old,
male or female, and how matters change when
seeking long term care, mental health treatment,
and so on. Wiley, 1997, 457 p., paperback, $17.95.

Intelligence, Genes, and Success: Scientists
Respond to the Bell Curve—Bernie Devlin,
Stephen E. Fienberg, Daniel P. Resnick, and Kathryn
Roeder, eds. The 1994 publication of Richard Hern-
stein and Charles Murray’s book The Bell Curve,
which presents data about the genetic basis of intel-
ligence and the disparity between African and
Caucasian Americans, created huge controversy.
These authors—a geneticist, two statisticians, and
a historian—argue that Hernstein and Murray’s
data required further analysis; here, they explore it
from various angles and offer a scholarly re-
assessment of findings related to social policy, 1Q
tests, cognitive ability, gender restrictions, and more.
Copernicus, 1997, 376 p., paperback, $27.00.

Making Faces: Using Forensic and Archaeo-
logical Evidence—John Prag and Richard Neave.
Death masks and artistic reconstructions made
using human skulls are ancient preoccupations,
but recent advances in ultrasonic measurements
and computed tomography (CT scans) allow
forensic scientists to meticulously if not miracu-
lously reconstruct faces of the dead—a boon to
archaeological knowledge. The bulk of Prag and
Neave’s work involves ancient Egyptian and Greek
remains. King Midas and Philip Il, father of Alexan-
der the Great, are two of their most exciting recon-
structions. Tex A&M Univ Pr, 1997, 255 p., color
plates/b&w photos/illus., hardcover, $39.95.

To order by Visa or MasterCard, call
1-800-544-4565

In DC: 202-331-9653
Or, E-mail: snbooks@sciserv.org

Organizing Scientific Meetings—August
Epple. No detail seems to be missing from this
guide, written almost as a research paper. Expla-
nations of how to coordinate both small symposia
and large international conferences include the
seeming minutiae of the politics of a guest list,
how to go about identifying and housing the atten-
dees, and picking the best date. The book is bol-
stered by a troubleshooting guide, outlines for
forms, and ideas for publishing proceedings.
Cambridge U Pr, 1997, 184 p., paperback, $14.95.

Planet Quest: The Epic Discovery of Alien Solar
Systems—Ken Croswell. After a few quiet cen-
turies, astronomers are reaching toward a new
frontier beyond the fringes of our solar system as
they find new planets circling faraway stars.
Croswell spans the ages to show how technology
has advanced from the time of Copernicus to a
modern era which has seen the vindication of
convicted 16th-century heretic Giordano Bruno,
who professed that the infinite powers of God
must extend to the universe itself. Croswell
immerses himself in the research lives of the mod-
ern-day astronomers to understand these discov-
eries and their ramifications. Free Pr, 1997, 324 p.,
b&w plates/photosiillus., hardcover, $25.00.

A Year of Roses—Stephen Scanniello. Dedicat-
ed both professionally and recreationally to the
rose, Scanniello imparts his wealth of wisdom in a
month-by-month format. While illustrations sprin-
kle the text, he relies on his chatty style to convey
the tasks at hand and methods for accomplishing
them as well as the idiosyncrasies of roses. H Holt
& Co, 1997, 187 p., b&w illus., hardcover, $25.00.
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