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Microprocessors arent
the only brams we develop.

At Intel, we're devoted to the development of young
minds as well as technology. Which is why Intel
advances science, math and technology literacy
through programs such as The Journey Inside and
Intel’s title sponsorship of the International Science
and Engineering Fair (ISEF). The Intel ISEF gives
students opportunities to find innovative solutions
through applied science.

Learn more about our educational programs at the |
Teacher’s Corner—-www.intel.com/intel/educate. i3
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(Visa or MasterCard Only)
In DC area: 202-331-9653

E-mail:
snbooks@sciserv.org

Fax: 202-785-1242
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Oxford University Press, 1996
306 pages, 6"x 9"
paperback, $14.95

Science News Books

1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
Please send me __copy(ies) of Time’s Arrow and Archimedes’ Point.
I include a check payable to Science News Books for $14.95 plus $3.95
postage and handling for the first book (total $18.90) and $1.00 for each
additional one. Domestic orders only.
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Why is the future so different from the past? Why does the past affect
the future and not the other way around? What does quantum mechan-
ics really tell us about the world? In this important and accessible book,
Huw Price sheds fascinating new light on some of the great mysteries of
modern physics and connects them in a wholly original way.

Price begins with the mystery of the arrow of time. Why, for exam-
ple, does disorder always increase, as required by the second law of ther-
modynamics? He shows that for over a century, most physicists have
thought about these problems the wrong way. Misled by the human
perspective from within time, which distorts and exaggerates the differ-
ences between past and future, they have fallen victim to what Price
calls the “double standard fallacy”: Proposed explanations of the differ-
ence between the past and the future rely on a distinction that was
slipped in at the beginning by, physicists who themselves treated the
past and future differently. To avoid this fallacy, Price argues, we need to
imagine a point outside time—an Archimedean “view from nowhen™—
from which to observe time in an unbiased way.

Offering a lively criticism of many leading physicists, including
Richard Feynman and Stephen Hawking, Price shows that this fallacy
remains common in physics today.

Price then turns to the greatest mystery of modern physics, the mean-
ing of quantum theory. He argues that in missing the Archimedean
viewpoint, modern physics has missed a radical and attractive solution to
many of the apparent paradoxes of quantum physics.

Time’s Arrow and Archimedes’ Point presents an innovative and con-
troversial view of time and contemporary physics. In this exciting book,
Price urges physicists, philosophers, and anyone else who has ever pon-
dered the mysteries of time to look at the world from the fresh perspec-
tive of Archimedes’ point and gain a deeper understanding of ourselves,
the universe around us, and our own place in time.

—from Oxford University Press




