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or more than 8,000 years, the Eng-
lish Channel separated the European
continent from the island that would
become Great Britain. Roman legions
landed near what is now Dover in A.D. 43,
on their way to conquer Britain. The pivotal
battle that decided the unhappy fate of the
Spanish Armada took place in the water
passage Shakespeare called a “moat,” while
in our own century the Channel helped pro-
tect England from a Nazi invasion.
For centuries, men and women dreamed
of a direct link between Eng- 3
land and the Continent. For
some, the dream was of a
giant bridge that would span
the Dover Strait; others pro-
posed an undersea tunnel.
Many feared that the link
would expose England to
invasion. But there were a
few on both sides of the
Channel who preserved the
dream of a simple, quick, safe
means of travel between
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Britain and France.

Drew Fetherston's epic chronicle of the
Channel Tunnel is the story of these dream-
ers and those who finally made the dream a
reality. Conceived by hard-headed busi-
nessmen and intended to make money, the
tunnel project became a fiscal disaster.
Fetherston's book is a fascinating narrative
of high risk and high finance, of culture
clashes and reckless blunders. But the tun-
nel was also a spectacular feat of engineer-
lng. and Fetherston brings to vivid life the
accomplishments of those
who designed it and drove it
beneath the Channel’s stormy
waters. We get to know not
only an array of engineers
and financiers, tunnelers and
scientists, politicians and
businessmen, but the English
Channel itself—its shallows
and unique geology, its lay-
ers of chalk and clay, and its
spectacular history.
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The mostcomplete guide to viewing eclipses—
including details on every solar and lunar
eclipsethrough 2017
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solar and lunar eclipses—why they happen, how to view
them, even when and where they will occur throughthe year o

20| 7. Here’swheretoturnfor:
® Detailed explanations of eclipse mechar
sky and allaround
@ Extended discussions of eclipse photography and videography
@ Activities you can carry (
understanding of the event
® Detailed maps and discussions of how and where to view each
eclipse, plus travel considerations, likely weather conditions, and
equipmentrecommendations
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Whether you're a backya I(] astronomer, a dedicated eclipse chaser,
or a teacher guiding students through their first eclipse experience,
Eclipse! provides the in- (pm detailed, practical information you
needto makethe most ofthese thrilling celestialmarvels.
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