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To order these books or any other book in print, call
1-800-BOOKS-NOW (266-5766) ext. 1494 24 hours a
day. Visa, MasterCard, and American Express accepted.
Send checks or money orders plus $4.95 shipping and
handling ($2.50 for each additional item) to Books Now,
448 East 6400 South, Suite 125, Salt Lake City, UT
84107. This service is provided in conjunction with Sci-
ence News Books.

The Ascent of Science—
Brian L. Silver. No pursuit of
knowledge has more drasti-
cally altered society than
science, says Silver, yet
most people could equate
their scientific prowess with
their fluency in Mandarin
Chinese. Silver’s account of
the whole of Western sci-
ence, from the Renais-
sance to the present, adroitly traces the ideas
that have lead us to a time when we are begin-
ning to manipulate the future. Silver defines this
scientific era in three parts: matter, change, and
fields. “Matter is the flesh of the universe;
chemical and nuclear change its soul.” Gravity
and electromagnetism exemplify fields. In
chapters with titles like “The Cosmos and the
Peeping Tom” and “Thomas Aquinas versus
Neil Armstrong,” Silver weaves through the
maze of ideas ranging from plate tectonics to
the “material trinity.” OUP, 1998, 534 p., hard-
cover, $35.00.
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The Mythology of Dogs:
Canine Legend and Lore
Through the Ages—Gerald
Hausman and Loretta Haus-
man. Profiles of nearly 70
canine breeds feature facts
about their lineage and gen-
eral characteristics. In addi-
tion, each section reveals
the myths and legends that
bind pups to the human
race. John Steinbeck’s blackjack-hustling Airedale
and the dog that helped Louis Doberman make
his tax collections are among the canines fea-
tured. Originally published in hardcover in 1997.
St Martin Griffin, 1998, 278 p., b&w illus., paper-
back, $12.95.
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The Science of Jurassic
Park and the Lost World:
Or, How to Build a Dino-
saur—Rob DeSalle and David
Lindley. While Jurassic Park
has mesmerized millions, one
may wonder if it is really pos-
sible to recreate dinosaurs
from ancient DNA. ScieENCE
NEws associate editor Lindley
and DeSalle, a DNA specialist, weave their way
through the intricacies of the prospect, from how
dinosaur DNA would have to be isolated to who
would “teach” the creature to be a dinosaur. Find
out why New Jersey is potentially laden with dino-
saur DNA relative to Costa Rica and how many
goats would have to be sacrificed daily to sustain
a real Jurassic Park. Originally published in hard-
cover in 1997. HarperPerennial, 1998, 194 p., b&w
photos/illus., paperback, $12.00.

Song for the Blue Ocean:
Encounters Along the World’s
Coasts and Beneath the
Seas—Carl Safina. Likening the
depletion of the world’s fish-
eries to the exploitation and
decimation of the North Ameri-
can buffalo, Safina provides a
first-hand account of the condi-
tion of fisheries in the Northeast, Northwest, and
the Far Pacific. He relates the viewpoints of scien-
tists, environmentalists, and fishermen and docu-
ments both the state of fish and of the people who
depend on them for survival. Throughout, he pre-
sents solutions and efforts made around the world
to rectify the problem. H Holt & Co., 1997, 458 p.,
hardcover, $30.00.

Twins: And What They Tell
Us About Who We Are—
Lawrence Wright. Wright doc-
uments the twist in the nature
vs. nurture debate generated
by studies of twins. Since
identical twins share the same
genes, scientists have tumed
to them in their quest to leam
what elements of personality
and intelligence are inherited and how the choices
people make are tied to their genetic makeup. Par-
ticularly compelling are the case studies of identi-
cal twins separated at birth and reunited later in life
whose lives seem to have followed the same
course: Their tastes in food, partners, hobbies,
careers, and even the names they choose for their
children coincide. Wiley, 1997, 202 p., hardcover,
$22.95.

To All Buyers of Science News Books
In response to the growing expense associated with packing and shipping
books, Science News Books has contracted with Books Now to take orders for
books and ship the books to you. Books Now is equipped to provide service 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. In addition, it accepts American

Express as well as MasterCard and Visa.

You may place orders by telephone, mail, fax, or through the Books Now Web

site: http://www.booksnow.com.

Science News Books will continue to select the books listed in the Science
News Books column, as well as those featured in the Books Now/Science News

Books ads.

If you have any comments or questions, please send them to us at Science
News Books, 1719 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 or E-mail us at

snbooks@sciserv.org.
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