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Letters

Sparing rod doesn’t lower crime

The letter from psychologist Ralph S. Welsh
identifies exposure to corporal punishment
as the cause of high crime rates (SN: 2/7/98,
p. 83). This would bewilder many people of
my generation (I am 70), for every child we
knew was thus forcefully disciplined—the
boys more so than the girls, and often contin-
uing into the teens. The phrase was, “He got
areal licking!”

Yet our generation was not a crime-ridden
one. If it is too simplistic to identify the de-
cline of corporal punishment with rising
crime, then it is just as simplistic to maintain
that spanking your child leads him into a life
of crime.

Rinehart S. Potts
Glassboro, N.J.

About faces

I was part of a team from NATIONAL GEO-
GRAPHIC that went to Naj Tunich and pho-
tographed the cave and the wall glyphs for
later inclusion into their story. In “Sacred
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Secrets of the Caves” (SN: 1/24/98, p. 56),

the glyph column depicted on page 87 is

incorrectly positioned. The faces should be
facing left.

John M. Keshishian

Washington, D.C.

Quantum sightseeing

“Instant Transport” (SN: 1/17/98, p. 41)
gives an excellent explanation of the Ein-
stein-Podolsky-Rosen paradox, which is
resolved by two cardinal rules: Anything def-
inite in quantum mechanics is mathematical,
and anything physical in quantum mechan-
ics is indefinite.

Since the results of the Innsbruck experi-
ments are completely definite, they are pure-
ly mathematical and do not demonstrate any
physical effects at all, much less teleporta-
tion or instant transport, which, strictly
speaking, would be metaphysical.

“Instant transport” reminds me of the old
movie title, If It's Tuesday, This Must Be Bel-
gium, which implies that its being Tuesday
somehow magically transports us to Bel-
gium, whereas in fact the statement refers to
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a bus schedule and means merely that there
is a sightseeing bus that regularly visits Bel-
gium on Tuesday. Quantum mechanics is as
reasonable as a bus schedule, which always
includes some rules to clarify it. The two
rules here are all the clarification that is
needed to separate fact from flapdoodle.
Kenneth J. Epstein
Chicago, Ill.

If we are ever to escape the confines of
this universe to visit even the nearest star
(thousands of light-years away), we must
learn somehow to exceed the speed of light
in both physical transportation and commu-
nications. Teleportation of photons seems to
be the first tiny step in that direction.

L. Wesley Ives
Wilson, N.C.
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