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Anthropology Explored: The
Best of Smithsonian Anthro-
Notes—Ruth Osterweis Selig
and Marilyn R. London, eds.
For 20 years, the editors of
AnthroNotes have sought to
inform the public about the lat-
est developments in decipher-
ing cultures new and ancient.
Representative of the effort is
this collection of 29 excerpts spanning the entire
field of anthropology ranging from details about
linguistic survival studies in Chiapas, Mexico and
the pursuit of the origins of Eskimos, as well as
discussions about human origins and culture
throughout the world. Smithsonian, 1998, 348 p.,
illus., paperback, $17.95

Backyard Battle Plan: The
Ultimate Guide to Controlling
Wildlife Damage in Your Gar-
den—Cooper Rutledge. Plans
of action to ward off every-
thing from alligators to insects
can be found in this well-orga-
nized, idea-rich handbook.
Taking a know-thy-enemy ap-
proach, the author first describes each animal’s
identifying characteristics, habits, nature, and risk
of transmitting disease to humans. Removal tech-
niques follow, including nontoxic remedies, fenc-
ing, and control tactics. Concluding paragraphs
discuss more permanent methods, including poi-
soning and hunting and the risks conferred by
these options. Penguin, 1998, 218 p., illus., paper-
back, $16.95.
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1 A Commotion in the Blood:
Life, Death, and the Immune
System—Stephen S. Hall. Ever
since William Coley, a physician in
New York City some 80 years ago,
tried to defeat cancerous tumors
‘81 by manipulating his patients’
| immune systems, immunotherapy
. =l has advanced in fits and starts.
Poho and smallpox vaccinations are among the
most successful attempts to get the body to
defend itself against disease, while the more
recent discovery of cytokines and advances in
molecular genetics have advanced immunothera-
py for cancer. Hall provides a historical account,
as well as prognostications for the future of
immunotherapy and cancer control. Originally
published in hardcover in 1997. Owl Books, 1998,
544 p., paperback, $16.95.

SN Egypt Uncovered—Vivian Davies
S8 A1 and Renée Friedman. In five sec-
S 8 tions—the origins of Egyptian

2 civilization, the pyramids, gold,
religion, and mummies—this over-
view of the ancient Egyptian way
of life surveys what has been
discovered thus far and the mys-
teries that linger. Color pho-

=
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tographs of artifacts and dig sites are accompanied
by recent revelations about the ancient inhabitants
of Egypt and the Sudan. Stewart Tabori & Chang,
1998, 224 p., color photos, hardcover, $29.95.
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Great Garden Companions: A
Companion-Planting System
for a Beautiful, Chemical-Free
Vegetable Garden—Sally Jean
Cunningham. Sacrificial egg-
| plants and tenacious tiger bee-
tles are only part of this garden-
ing methodology, which depends
on nature, not insecticides, to maintain healthy
crops. Organic soil and the fundamentals of plan-
ning and implementing a companion garden lead
to chapters praising certain bugs and giving tips
for using this planting system. Rodale, 1998, 278 p.,
color plates/illus., hardcover, $27.95.

The Man Who Tasted Shapes—
Richard E. Cytowic. After observ-
ing more than 40 people with a
condition called synesthesia, in
which sensory perceptions over-
lap so that people hear and smell

colors and literally taste shapes,
this neurologist formulated new
theories about the organization of the mind. The
first half of the book concentrates on the history of
synesthesia and Cytowic’s observations of synes-
thetes. He broadens his ideas from there to argue
that emotion reigns over reason in most human
activities. The book ends with a discussion of the
ramifications of this concept on consciousness,
knowledge, and spirituality. Originally published in
hardcover in 1994. MIT Pr, 1998, 254 p., b&w
illus., paperback, $16.00.

S Protecting Yourself Online: The
~ Definitive Resource on Safety,
| Freedom, and Privacy in Cyber-
RIS space—Robert B. Gelman with
‘ ONLIN E Stanton McCandish. Geiman re-
e presents the nonprofit Electronic
? Frontier Foundation (EEF), which
|~ w educates the public about new
R electronic technologies while
advocating responsibility and preservation of
rights. The technological intricacies of cellular
telephones, E-mail, and the like prompt analyses
of the risks of using such means of communica-
tion and advice about protecting your privacy and
avoiding fraud. In addition, Gelman details how to
get “spam” to bypass your mailbox and protect
your intellectual property. HarperEdge, 1998, 198
p., paperback, $15.00.

The Road to Ubar: Finding the
Atlantis of the Sands—Nicholas
Clapp. Founded on the frankin-
cense trade, the ancient Arabian
city of Ubar was a wealthy Mecca
of great renown. According to
legend, Allah obliterated the
walled city in order to exterminate
the evil therein. Most archaeo-
logists considered Ubar a fable of nomadic
tribesman until Nicholas Clapp tumed to the skies
for help in locating the lost city. Using Landsat and
SPOT remote-sensing satellite images provided by
NASA, Clapp pinpointed a likely site of the buried
ruins and launched a dig. After two attempts, his
team located a walled city dating back 4,000
years. Clapp weaves the story of his experience
around the legend of the lost city of Ubar. HM,
1998, 342 p., b&w illus., hardcover, $24.00.
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