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To order these books or any other book in print, call
1-800-BOOKS-NOW (266-5766) ext. 1494. Visa, Master-
Card, and American Express accepted. Send checks or
money orders plus $4.95 shipping and handling ($2.50
for each additional item) to Books Now, 348 East 6400
South, Suite 220, Salt Lake City, UT 84107. Or see our
web site at www.sciencenewsbooks.org. This service is
provided in conjunction with Science News Books.

Annals of the Former World
—John McPhee. Essentially a
work in progress for 20 years,
this tome presents as a cohesive
unit McPhee’s quest to fully
comprehend this continent’s
geologic history by following the
40th parallel. Combining nearly
P ~. 20,000 mellifluous new words
WIth those previously published in THE NEw YORKER
and in the books Basin and Range, In Suspect Ter-
rain, Rising From the Plains, and Assembling Cali-
fornia, McPhee'’s magnum opus reflects his jour-
ney along Interstate 80 in the company of geolo-
gists, tying together the nature and history of plate
tectonics and continental glaciation. From the
Appalachians and the Rockies to geophysical
hotspots in Wyoming and California tectonics,
McPhee eloguently merges the science of geology
with the style of the individuals who are mastering
an understanding of the ancient history of Earth.
FS&G, 1998, 695 p., illus., hardcover, $35.00.

Birds on the Couch: The

Bird Shrink’s Guide to Keep-

ing Polly From Going Crack-

ers and You Out of the Cuck-

oo’s Nest —Ruth Hanessian

"! with Wendy Bounds. Holding

o classes at her pet store, Haness-

ian is a professor of “parrot

psychology,” who shares in

= this book 29 years of working

with avian pets and the experiences of her “stu-

dents.” As is clear here, birds harbor an assort-

ment of peculiar behaviors such as man-hating

and foot-stamping. Swearing parrots and obses-

sive-compulsive behavior are other problems

addressed, along with how to select a bird and

finally cope with the loss of a feathered friend.
Crown, 1998, 149 p., illus., hardcover, $17.00.

The Camel’'s Nose: Memoirs
of a Curious Scientist—Knut
Schmidt-Nielsen. Not one to
leave unsatiated his childhood
| curiosity about the natural world,

‘ —'I' Schmidt-Nielsen, a noted animal

physiologist, has spent 40 years
Kant Sebmids Nivleen

pursuing answers to such co-
nundrums as: Why don’t pen-
guins’ feet freeze? and How can
camels go for days without water? While these
queries seem simplistic, the answers he recounts
illuminate current knowledge about how animals
function and adapt. Placing emphasis on his pro-
fessional rather than his personal life, the author
allows readers to accompany him to study sites
ranging from the Arctic Circle to the Sahara and
to gain insight into his methodology and findings.
Island Pr, 1998, 339 p., b&w plates/illus., hard-
cover, $24.95.

To order by phone
for faster service, call:

1-800-266-5766 ext. 1494
Visa, MasterCard, and
American Express accepted
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Grand Canyon: A Visitor's

Companion—George Wuerthner.

= For armchair travelers or those

o2 actually geared up to scale the

canyon walls, this guide encour-

ages a complete appreciation of

“ this natural wonder. A vivid sense

e wees  Of the 18-mile-wide, 280-mile-

long, and 5,000-foot-deep gorge

is conveyed through accounts of its geology, his-

tory, and ecology. A comprehensive nature primer,

offering color illustrations and general descriptions

of animal and plant species known to the area,

completes the text. Stackpole, 1998, 264 p., color
photos/illus., paperback, $19.95.

The Man Who Loved Only
Numbers: The Story of Paul
Erdés and the Search for Mathe-
matical Truth—Paul Hoffman.
Living only for the thrill of pursu-
ing numbers, Erdos was an extra-
ordinarily prolific scholar whose
collaborators housed and fed the
man who was almost totally unin-
terested in dealing with day-to-day activities such
as bathing, sleeping, or eating. In return, they
reaped the rewards of the eccentric’s active brain.
His only intimacy seemed to be with prime num-
bers, whose every quirk he seemed to compre-
hend, and his only passion was solving seemingly
unsolvable theorems and problems. Hoffman’s
portrait of the storied mathematician centers on his
adult life and accomplishments, highlighted by the
refiections of those who knew him. Hyperion,
1998, 301 p., b&w photos, hardcover, $22.95.

The Mummy in Ancient
Egypt: Equipping the Dead
for Etemity—Salima Ikram and
Aidan Dodson. Surveying more
than 3,000 years of burial prac-
tices, Ikram and Dodson inform
their text with descriptions of
advances in scanning technol-
ogy and findings from re-
search. The result is a visually rich text, presented
in three parts, that describes a surprisingly innov-
ative area of Egyptian life. Part | offers a broad
overview of Egyptian beliefs and the tombs and
their contents. How a mummy was treated,
wrapped, and sheltered is the subject of Part Il. A
descriptive catalog of all the known royal mum-
mies is included in the extensive reference section
that is Part Ill. Thames Hudson, 1998, 352 p., col-
or/b&w photos/illus., hardcover, $45.00.

The New Natural House
Book: Creating a Healthy,
'/ Harmonious, and Ecologi-
d ,.‘ ['J'0 ° cally Sound Home—David
\\f‘ii sifevs [//4 Pearson. The willow-framed,
WSS canvas yurts that house
& a ~ nomadic peoples from Iran to
“ Mongolia are examples of
the most ancient “natural”
houses. Pearson shows how modern construction
can incorporate natural principles by being environ-
mentally friendly, healthful, and beautiful—almost
yurt-like. An architect with a flair for spaces that
respect ecology, the author surveys ways to work
with the Earth, not against it, when building or
remodeling a home. Besides covering the expected
topics of afternative energy sources and building
materials such as straw-bale and cob, he also con-
veys the importance of color and suggests reme-
dies for toxins in the home. Pearson’s ideas are con-
veyed in numerous, vivid photographs. S&S, 1998,
304 p., color photos/illus., paperback, $22.00.
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