XIENCE NEV6 BOOIG

To order these books or any other book in print. call
1-800-BOOKS-NOW (266-5766) ext. 1494. Visa, Master-
Card. and American Express accepted. Send checks or
money orders plus $4.95 shipping and handling ($2.50 for
each additional item) to Books Now. 348 East 6400 South,
Suite 220, Salt Lake City. UT 84107. Or see our Web site at
www.sciencenewsbooks.org. This service is provided in
conjunction with Science News Books.

\\ CIENT Ancient Greece: A Politi-
Ml AL |
" GREECE |

, Social, and Cultural
History—Sarah B. Pomeroy,
Stanley M. Burstein, Walter
Donlan. and Jennifer Tobert
Roberts. From the Bronze
"N Age origins of Greek civiliza-
tion in the second millenni-
um 8.C. through the Hel-
lenistic era, this text illus-
trates how a small group of people in a poor coun-
try created an enduring cultural and political proto-
type. Each section of the chronology carefully plots
the course of wars. religious beliefs, and govern-
ments. These are interwoven with the roles of vari-
ous classes of people. literary achievements, and
social endeavors. OUP. 1999, 512 p., b&w pho-
tos/illus.. hardcover. $35.00.

Civilization and the Limpet—
Martin Wells. Out of concern
that most individuals seem
to be engrossed in self-inter-
ests. Wells seeks to expand our
horizons by serving up essays
on the marvels of ocean life.
Each chapter offers a different
perspective of the enormous
range of creatures in the ocean
domain. Among Wells characterizations are brain-
less sea urchins that nimbly coordinate their hun-
dreds of tiny feet and whales that travel to the
depths of the sea without ever getting the bends.
Perseus Bks. 1998, 209 p.. hardcover, $22.00.
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The Einstein Paradox: And Oth-

er Science Mysteries Solved by

Sherlock Holmes—Colin Bruce.

‘115100111 Centered around Arthur Conan
N Doyle’s familiar characters, Bruce
.| constructs lighthearted crime
mysteries. They must explain the

) paradoxes and principles of
modern and classical physics to
succeed. however. They must

demonstrate how a harmless lottery may have cata-
strophic quantum effects on a tabby cat and save a
lonely widow from the chicanery of a charlatan. The
key: Einstein's discovery of the random molecular
jumps of Brownian motion. Originally published in
hardcover in 1997 and titled The Strange Case of
Mrs. Hudson's Cat. Perseus Bks. 1998, 254 p., b&w
illus.. paperback. $12.00.

""""""""""" How the Canyon Became

Grand: A Short History—

Stephen J. Pyne. Those who

first stumbled upon the great

canyon of the southwestern

United States either feared the

crevasse or dismissed it as a

worthless piece of land. Pyne

seeks to define the Grand

SO Canyon not just geologically but

also culturally, revealing how the gorge gradually

acquired its popular image as a great monument.

Pyne views the Canyon through the discerning eyes

of John Wesley Powell and Clarence Dutton, who

recognized its inherent value. Viking. 1998, 199 p.,
b&w plates. hardcover. $24.95.
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The New Renaissance: Com-
puters and the Next Level
of Civilization—Douglas S.
Robertson. In a full-circle
approach to describing com-
puter technology. Robertson
relates this topic to the advent
of three other milestones of
human communication: lan-
guage, writing, and the printing
press. Bridging the author’s thoughts on the past
and future is a theoretical discussion about uncom-
putable numbers and his case for quartal computer
language over decimal numeration. Highlighting
social change agents such as on-line books with all
words linked to dictionaries, a universal language,
and self-driving cars rounds out the volume. OUP.
1998, 200 p., hardcover, $25.00.

COMPUTERS AND
THE NEXT LEVEL
OF CIVILIZATION

| Rattlesnake: Portrait of a
Predator—Manny Rubio.
In an effort to instill a
. sense of respect for these
. unfairly maligned reptiles.
Rubio chronicles rat-
tlesnake life and exhibits
hundreds of his stunning
portraits. Only known in

4 the Americas, these
snakes physically conform to extreme conditions.
Rubio also defines the snake’s seven senses and
feeding habits. The relationship between humans
and rattlesnakes is documented in chapters decry-
ing rattlesnake roundups and depicting the role of
rattlesnakes in some religions. Smithsonian, 1998,
239 p., color photos, hardcover, $39.95.

The Second Brain: The Sci-
entific Basis of Gut Instinct
and a Groundbreaking New
Understanding of Nervous
Disorders of the Stomach
and Intestine—Michael D.
Gershon. We don't think about
it because we don't have to.
The enteric nervous system
thinks on its own. It indepen-
dently directs the bowel in
digestion and absorption. using the same neuro-
transmitters found in the brain and more nerves than
in the spinal cord. Based on his research at Colum-
bia-Presbyterian Medical Center, Gershon presents
a “mouth-to-anus travelogue of the inner sanctum
of the gut” and illustrates the relationship of the
immune and digestive systems. He shows how this
knowledge may help treat diseases of the bowel.
HarpC. 1998, 314 p., hardcover, $24.00.
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Images of 1.380 of the best

medical home pages are included. An enclosed
CD-ROM links users to these sites. St Martin Grif-
fin, 1998, 557 p. b&w photos. paperback, $29.95.

Webdoctor: Finding the
Best Health Care Online—
Vicki F. Sharp and Richard
M. Sharp. URL addresses and
snapshot summaries of site
contents are cataloged here
by category: mental health.
pregnancy. allergies. men'’s
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