What You Should Know About Technology

Harry Collins and Trevor Pinch

This follow-up to the successtul The Golem: What You Should Know
About Science uses a series of case studies to demonstrate that imper-
fections in technology are related to uncertainties in science. The
case studies include the role of the Patriot anti-missile missile in

the Gulf War, the Challenger space shuttle tragedy, analysis of the
Chernobyl nuclear disaster, and the contribution of lay expertise

to the analysis of treatments for AIDS.
1998 180 pp. 0-521-55141-2 Hardback  $19.95
Destiny or Chance

Our Solar System and its Place in the Cosmos

Stuart Ross Taylor

Written by a leading planetary scientist, this book tells the remarkable
story of how our solar system came into existence. In a whirlwind
adventure, Dr. Taylor shows how the formation of mighty Jupiter
dominated the solar system, why Mars is so small, where comets
come from, how rings form around planets, why asteroids exist, and
why Pluto isn't a planet at all. En route we discover how chance
events have shaped the course of history in our solar system.

1998 256 pp. 0-521-48178-3 Hardback  $24.95

Life on Other Worlds
The 20th-Century Extraterrestrial Life Debate
Steven J. Dick
“Amazingly comprehensive, as well as highly entertaining...I almost
wish it would put an end to the outpouring of books on the subject;
nothing more need be written, until the feared/long-hoped for moment
of Revelation!”

—Sir Athur C. Clarke, CBE
1998 304 pp 0-521-62012-0

Hardback  $24.95

The Search for Life on Other Planets
Bruce Jakosky

In this volume Jakosky offers a scientific foundation for thinking
there may be life elsewhere in the Universe. Using the early history
of the Earth and the conditions that would allow life to exist, he
creates a sound, scientific foundation for the possibility of life on
planets other than our own.

1998 336 pp. 0-521-59165-1
0-521-59837-0

Hardback
Paperback

$59.95
$19.95

The Heavens on Fire
The Great Leonid Meteor Storms
Mark Littmann

When the Leonid storm blazed in 1833, three widely-separated
observers described the sight as “the heavens on fire.” The returning
Leonids are now reaching their peak, with great activity expected in
the next three years. The Heavens on Fire tells the story of meteors,
and especially the Leonids, whose terrifying beauty established
meteor science.
1998  ¢288pp. 0-521-62405-3

Hardback  $39.95

Available in bookstores or from

Dinosaur Impressions

Postcards from a Paleontologist

Philippe Taquet

“...a book that's an oddly sweet mix of ephemera and hard science.”

—Publishers Weekly

Originally published in 1994 in French, Dinosaur Impressions is the
engaging account of thirty years of travel and paleontological explo-
ration by Philippe Taquet, one of the world's most noted paleontolo-
gists. Dr. Taquet takes the reader on a surprisingly far-flung tour
ranging from the Provence countryside to the Mongolian Steppes
in search of dinosaur bones and what they have to tell us about a
vanished world. With wry humor and lively anecdotes, Dr. Taquet
retraces the history of paleontological research, along the way dis-
cussing the latest theories of dinosaur existence and extinction.
1998 256 pp. 0-521-58372-1 Hardback  $24.95

Earth at a Crossroads

Paths to a Sustainable Future

Hartmut Bossel

Earth at a Crossroads offers an integrated view for the development
of human society within the natural environment on which it
depends for support. Two alternative visions of the future are
presented: Path A resulting from continuation of current trends,
and a contrasting Path B that would result from adhering to prin-
ciples of sustainability and protection of the natural system in the
interests of future generations.

1998  352pp.  0-521-63005-3
0-521-63995-6

Hardback
Paperback

$59.95
$19.95

The Ocean, Our Future

Independent World Commission on the Oceans
Based on the deliberations, experience and input of more than

100 specialists from around the world, this timely volume provides
a powerful overview of the state of our water world. Its aim is to
summarize the very real problems affecting the ocean and its future
management, and to provide imaginative solutions to these various
and interlocking problems.

1998 248 pp. 0-521-64286-8
0-521-64465-8

Hardback
Paperback

$59.95
$22.95

Philosophical Concepts in Physics

The Historical Relation between Philosophy and Scientific
Theories

James T. Cushing

Philosophical considerations have played an essential and inelim-
inable role in the actual practice of science. This book examines a
selection of philosophical issues in the context of specific episodes
in the development of physical theories and presents scientific
advances within their historical, philosophical, and social contexts.
The book begins with some necessary introduction to the history
of ancient and early modern science, but emphasizes the two great
watersheds of twentieth-century physics: relativity and quantum
mechanics.

1998 500 pp. Hardback

Paperback

0-521-57071-9
0-521-57823-X

$74.95
$29.95
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