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To order these books or any other book in print, call
1-800-BOOKS-NOW (266-5766) ext. 1494. Visa, Master-
Card, and American Express accepted. Send checks or
money orders plus $4.95 shipping and handling ($2.50 for
each additional item) to Books Now, 348 East 6400 South,
Suite 220, Salt Lake City, UT 84107. Or see our Web site at
www.sciencenewsbooks.org. This service is provided in
conjunction with Science News Books.

Butterfly Gardening: Creat-
ing Summer Magic in Your
Garden—Edward O. Wilson,
Miriam Rothschild, et al. Pro-
& AV duced by the Xerces Society,
L . this revised second edition of
a classic handbook provides
guidance for not only attract-
ing butterflies, but now other
useful insects to one’s garden. Bolstered by pho-
tographs, a variety of experts impart their specific
expertise. For instance, an entomologist commu-
nicates the life cycle of a large white butterfly, and
a nature photographer offers advice to novice
shutterbugs who want to capture the elegance of
the insect. Listings of and resources for nectar
plants and butterfly varieties follow garden-design
chapters. Sierra, 1998, 208 p., color photos,
paperback, $24.00.

Nothingness: The Science of
Empty Space—Henning Genz.
All comparisons with the televi-
sion show Seinfeld aside, Genz
tracks the scientific quest to
define nothing. Does empty
space have matter within it,
and if that matter were
removed, what would be left?
This seemingly immaterial
problem, so to speak, has vexed many physicists
and philosophers. Its solution charges the most
cutting-edge endeavors of modern cosmology and
quantum mechanics. Genz is of the belief that
ancient Greek naturalists conceived the concepts
that continue to inspire the moderns. In this book,
Evangelista Torricelli and Plato are central charac-
ters alongside Werner Heisenberg and Albert Ein-
stein. Helix Bks, 1999, 340 p., b&w photos/illus.,
hardcover, $30.00.
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Of Flies, Mice & Men: On
the Revolution in Modern
Biology, by One of the Sci-
entists Who Helped Make
It—Frangois Jacob. Using
his own storied career as a
backdrop, Jacob reveals the
ways of a scientist in unrav-
eling the mysteries of life. A
winner of the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine,
Jacob concentrates on the fast-paced pursuit
of the genetic underpinnings of animals. In
seven eloquent essays, he tells, for instance,
how the minuscule fruit fly revealed the pass-
ing of genetic traits and how mice became a
primary organism for research. Above all, he
scrutinizes the role of the scientist in society,
often recalling the legacy of the ancient
Greeks. Originally published in France in 1997.
HUP, 1998, 158 p., hardcover, $24.00.
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Out of the Crater: Chronicles of
a Volcanologist—Richard V.
Fisher. This memoir of more
than 40 years of tracking vol-
canic activity centers not so
much on theory but on the thrill
of the pursuit. Fisher chronicles
trips to Mount St. Helens just 3
weeks after its eruption, as well
as visits to Mt. Vesuvius, Mount Pelée, and oth-
ers. He is most widely recognized in his field for
his work on pyroclastic flows and surges—the
hurricanes of gases, molten lava, and volcanic
debris that spew from exploding volcanoes. The
excitement and danger of eruptions lace a text
that includes but goes beyond the basics of vol-
canology. Princeton U Pr, 1999, 179 p., b&w pho-
tos, hardcover, $24.95.

| Remaking the World: Adventures
in Engineering—Henry Petroski.
Engineering’s most ardent advo-
cate continues his efforts with this
collection of essays originally pub-
lished in AMERICAN SCIENTIST. As
always, Petroski’s focus is on the
role of engineering feats in the
overall improvement of society. He
points to some of the more terific accomplish-
ments: the Hoover Dam and the Petronas Towers in
Malaysia. Among the personalities of engineering’s
history featured here are military engineer Henry
Martyn Robert, better known for Robert’s Rules of
Order, and George Washington Gale Ferris, creator
of the amusement park ride. Originally published in
hardcover in 1997. Vin, 1999, 239 p., b&w photos,
paperback, $13.00.

Strangers in the Night: A
Brief History of Life on Other
Worlds—David E. Fisher and
Marshall Jon Fisher. From
hoaxes and hopefuls to the
NASA-supported Search for
Extraterrestrial Intelligence
(SETI) program, the Fishers
survey the pursuit of extrater-
restrial life since ancient times. They reflect
on how this one aspect of science, be it
pseudoscience or not, has gripped the popu-
lace. The regular discovery of new planets
and the possibility of an ocean on one of
Jupiter’s moons only increases the anticipa-
tion. Now, telescopes with boosted magnifi-
cation promise results. The Fishers also con-
sider theories about what kinds of life may be
out there. Counterpoint, 1998, 348 p., plates,
hardcover, $25.00.

Your Future Self: A Joumey
a to the Frontiers of Molecular
g Medicine—Hank Whitte-
more. Many people have
heard of and even under-
gone CAT (computerized axi-
al tomography) MRIs (mag-
netic resonance images).
They probably don’t under-
stand the scientific power of
those imaging techniques, however. Whittemore has
assembled a stunning array of such images and
interpretations of what scientists and physicians
glean from them. For instance, one brilliant picture
shows a white blood cell clearing debris in a pneu-
monia-infected lung, and another shows HIV invad-
ing a cell. Thames Hudson, 1998, 160 p., color pho-
tos, hardcover, $27.50.
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